
Do it with us, not to us 

Aboriginal Health in Aboriginal Hands  

Yes, Chief Minister, we do care. 

The ACT goes to the polls in a few weeks to elect a government 

for the next four years. 

It is reasonable, therefore, for organisations and individuals at 

the coal face in the delivery of services to the Canberra       

community, to reflect on what has been achieved over the last 

four years and of their expectations of government in the next 

four years and beyond. 

It is in fact more than ‘reasonable’ that community sector       

organisations, such as Winnunga AHCS, which provide services to 

as well as otherwise support the Aboriginal and Torres Strait  

Islander communities of Canberra, the most disadvantaged, discriminated against and 

vulnerable cohort of people living in the ACT, do much more than reflect on the status 

of the Aboriginal community and our expectations of government.  

We must demand that the appalling life outcomes common to a majority of Aboriginal 

peoples living in Canberra are addressed and that they be addressed as a matter of the 

highest priority. 

It is imperative we make it clear, as individuals and collectively, that we are not satisfied 

and that we do care. We need to be clear that we have not been seduced into thinking 

that any progress purportedly made in addressing the raft of shocking outcomes        

experienced by Aboriginal peoples in Canberra has not been dwarfed by the                

demonstrable failure to achieve progress or, where there have been improvements, 

that we have confidence they will be sustained, assuming that is that the claimed      

progress is not so minimal as to be meaningless.  

A review of outcomes across a range of headline indicators, for example child             

protection, poverty, incarceration, recidivism rates, education, housing, mental health, 

employment and substance use reveal the dire circumstances of Aboriginal peoples  

living people in Canberra.  

Such a review also reveals that over the last four year term of the current Government, 

minimal progress has been made in any of these areas and that in fact the situation of 

Aboriginal peoples has, in the main, worsened. 

It is of continuing amazement to me that the ACT, the most prosperous community in 

Australia and it’s capital city has the highest and fastest rate of increase in Aboriginal  
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incarceration. The Productivity Commission’s latest report reveals that the Aboriginal prison 

population in the ACT has increased in the period from 2009-10 to 2018-19 by 279%. This 

rate of increase is the highest in Australia and almost twice as high as the second highest. It 

is five times higher than the average across all jurisdictions. 

Noting the rate of increase in Aboriginal imprisonment in the ACT, including of Aboriginal 

women, has accelerated over the last four year term of the current Government it is       

reasonable for you to ask, if this is an issue of major concern to you, and if you actually 

care, in the same way that I care deeply, what the Government will do to address this major 

failing and indeed why we should believe what they may say. 

To add to this shameful record the Minister for Corrections has acknowledged that the   

recidivism rate of Aboriginal peoples held at the AMC is a staggering 90% which speaks   

volumes about the abject failure of the prison to either rehabilitate or prepare Aboriginal 

detainees for a successful return, post prison, to the community. Once again it is not clear 

to me what the current Government proposes to do differently that will address this     

scandalous failing. 

My understanding is that somewhere in the order of 35% of Aboriginal children in Canberra 

live in poverty. This is an issue about which I care deeply. I have accordingly, over the last 

four years, written to the Chief Minister and made a number of public calls for an inquiry 

into poverty. My calls for such an inquiry were rejected by the Chief Minister but the Liberal 

Party has said, should it win the election, it will establish a Poverty Commission to inquire 

into the extent of poverty in Canberra and its root causes.  

The Labor Party and the Greens have, unfortunately, repeated their opposition to such an 

inquiry as unnecessary and claim, in any event, that the Commonwealth Government is  

responsible for the existence of poverty in Australia and hence should be responsible for 

seeking to address it. I disagree vehemently with the views of the Labor Party and the 

Greens on the need to address poverty. I can’t help wondering if any of them have ever 

bothered to meet an Aboriginal family or child living in poverty and cared enough to try and 

understand what it potentially means for the path which that Aboriginal child’s life will   

almost inevitably take if we as a society, and especially our politicians and governments, 

don’t do everything they can to understand and address poverty. 

Despite what the Labor Party and the Greens think about poverty, I care. 

I believe, incidentally, that there is an obvious link between poverty and educational       

outcomes. This goes some way, I am sure to explaining why, in the Closing the Gap report 

tabled by Prime Minister, Scott Morrison, earlier this year, that the ACT did not, for the first 

time since targets were set a decade ago, meet the target for closing the gap in literacy and 

numeracy. This is simply scandalous and while I have not seen a single comment from the 

ACT Government or in the local media about this staggering failure of the Government I 

would hope, if anyone cares, that they will ask the Government what it plans to do over the 

next four years to ensure that Aboriginal children’s education is given the priority attention 

it deserves. 
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CEO Update (cont’d) 

The Closing the Gap report also reveals a reduction in 2018-19 in the proportion of          

Aboriginal residents of the ACT in employment. 

I have called repeatedly over the last four years for an Aboriginal specific housing plan and 

strategy. I wrote to the Chief Minister on the matter. He responded that the Government ie 

Labor and the Greens, believed that the housing needs of the Aboriginal community were 

being appropriately met by the provision of public housing through Housing ACT. I disagree 

and believe that for anyone who cares about self-determination for First Nations peoples, 

that Aboriginal community involvement and control over the provision of appropriate  

housing for Aboriginal peoples is fundamental.  

In 2007 (i.e. 13 years ago) the then ACT Government funded the construction and operation 

of an Aboriginal specific drug and alcohol residential rehabilitation facility. The current   

government has converted the building subsequently constructed for use as a drug and  

alcohol residential rehabilitation facility, to other unrelated purposes. It pains me, at times 

unbearably, to think of the number of Aboriginal lives that may have been lost, the number 

of Aboriginal children removed from their homes and placed in out-of-home care or   

adopted and the number of Aboriginal men and women who have been imprisoned        

because of the decision, by the current ACT Government to abandon the Aboriginal specific 

drug and alcohol rehabilitation service.  

There is also, of course, a link between many of the most overt manifestations of the legacy 

of social injustice and dispossession, which many Aboriginal peoples experience, such as 

drug and alcohol use, incarceration, contact with the care and protection system, poverty 

and the problematic mental health status of so many Aboriginal peoples. Despite this the 

quality and nature of Aboriginal specific mental health services in the ACT are deeply      

inadequate.  

I could go on almost endlessly about the depth of the failure to address Aboriginal           

disadvantage in Canberra. I could relate to you the data relevant to the rate of removal of 

Aboriginal children and their placement in out-of-home care, which is incidentally at the 

second highest rate in Australia. It shocks me that the Labor Party and the Greens            

apparently do not care, like I do, to discover the nature of the link between poverty and 

Aboriginal children placed in care and protection. It similarly concerns me that more than 

three years after commissioning the Our Booris, Our Way review of Aboriginal experience 

of the care and protection system, that none of its recommendations have been fully      

implemented. 

My hope is that those of you who take the time to read what I have said above care enough 

to ask not just yourself but the people who you might be thinking of voting for in the     

coming election how much they care about these issues and what they plan to do about 

them. 

 

Self Determination? 
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Fact: In the 2019-2020 financial year Winnunga AHCS provided 66,455 occasions of service (excluding groups, 

transport and administrative services). This is a 9% increase from the previous financial year. 

ACT Police To Be Commended For New 

Commitment  
Julie Tongs said, following a meeting with ACT 

Police’s Superintendent Jason Kennedy, that she 

was pleased and encouraged by the stated      

determination of ACT Police to forge a new  

model of community policing.  

The new approach would involve a far greater 

emphasis on seeking to address the causes of 

behaviour which brings offenders to the       

attention of police rather than simply subjecting 

them to the criminal justice treadmill that       

historically and inevitably leads to incarceration 

and more often than not to a lifetime of contact 

with the police and courts. 

The data on the contact of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples in Canberra with all levels of the criminal justice system is testament 

to the need for a new approach to law enforcement and of its particular relevance to the 

Aboriginal community. 

The sad fact is that the ACT has the highest age adjusted rate of Indigenous incarceration in 

Australia and the highest Aboriginal recidivism rate in Australia. What this suggests is that 

the ACT also has the highest rate of arrest of Aboriginal peoples hence the importance of 

exploring ways of avoiding arrest when an Aboriginal person first comes to the attention of 

the police. 

Superintendent Kennedy acknowledged that ACT Policing’s determination to forge a new 

approach was informed by the fact many of the calls to which police respond are not       

directly related to the commission of a crime but involve members of the community    

seeking assistance with issues involving (say) domestic disturbances, mental health,        

poverty, substance use and anti-social behaviour - often involving young people.  

These are matters the police do not always have the capacity to fully or appropriately      

respond to because of a range of issues covering resourcing and training. The police are not, 

after all, trained to be social workers. Sadly, however, and almost inevitably the issue at the 

heart of the behaviour that led to the initial contact by police with a person in these         

situations is not addressed, the behaviour continues and escalates to the point where the 

police have no option but to arrest the person with the consequence, as the data in relation 

to Aboriginal peoples sadly shows, often being a lifetime of contact with the criminal justice 

system. 

Superintendent Jason Kennedy          

(photo policenews.act.gov.au) 
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Julie Tongs said it was pleasing to see ACT Policing reaching out to the Aboriginal            

community seeking a fresh start but she noted there was a long history of distrust between 

members of the community and the police as result of past attitudes and behaviour flowing 

from the historic dispossession of Aboriginal peoples and policies wedded in discrimination 

and racism which needed to be addressed. 

Julie also noted that ACT Policing’s ambitious and laudable determination to address its 

relationship with the Aboriginal community and to reduce the Aboriginal arrest and         

incarceration rate would not succeed without support from other ACT front line services 

and without the necessary resources (funds) being provided to it by the ACT Government. 

Winnunga AHCS CEO Julie Tongs said that Winnunga was pleased to join with the CEO of 

Gugan Gulwan, Kim Davison in supporting the possible                

introduction of the Clontarf Academy into ACT Government High 

Schools. 

The Clontarf Academy has been active in schools across Australia 

with more than 9,000 Indigenous students participating in the 

Academy’s programs. Clontarf has a presence at Karabar High 

School in Queanbeyan and is credited, with its programs of      

support including around training, fitness programs, mentoring 

and a range of other activities and supports which has had a    

significant and positive impact on school attendance and          

educational attainment. 

The ACT Liberal Party has committed to facilitate the introduction of the Clontarf Academy 

into ACT schools if it wins government at the next election. 

Julie Tongs said that she believes, in light of the continuing gap in educational outcomes 

between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal children in ACT schools, that everything that       

potentially improves outcomes for Aboriginal children should be attempted. Clontarf is 

highly regarded, trusted and has an excellent record of achievement in working with       

Indigenous students and she would like to think that the proposal to support it in ACT 

schools would be supported by all sides of politics. 
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Fact: In 2020, there are 119 Clontarf academies within 132 schools across Western Australia, Northern           

Territory, Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and South Australia. (https://clontarf.org.au/academies/) 

ACT Police To Be Commended For New 

Commitment (cont’d) 

Winnunga AHCS Proud to Support   

Clontarf Academy 
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By CityNews, 14 September 2020 

“There is a growing fear in the Aboriginal community that the 

government is signalling when it comes to listening to          

Aboriginal voices it’s a case of ‘our way or the highway’,” 

writes JULIE TONGS. 

THE ACT government has provided a response, but has        

implemented none of the recommendations in the “Our 

Booris, Our Way” review of arrangements for the care and 

protection of Aboriginal children. 

The review was commissioned by the government in June, 

2017, more than three years ago, in response to outrage in the local Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Island community at the rate of removal of Aboriginal children from their families and 

placement in out-of-home care in Canberra, which was scandalously the highest in          

Australia. 

“Our Booris, Our Way” was undertaken by a steering committee of members of the          

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island community under the leadership of Ms Barb Causon. In 

recognition of the dire outcomes Aboriginal children in Canberra in touch with the care and 

protection system were experiencing, the steering committee resolved to produce a series 

of interim reports over the period of its inquiry, to facilitate the early implementation of 

any recommendations. 

The initial “Our Booris, Our Way” recommendations were thus made in August 2018, i.e. 

over two years ago. In its response to the final report, the government agreed to the       

appointment of an implementation oversight committee, comprised solely of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Island members, to monitor the report’s implementation. The fact that a 

majority of even the interim recommendations have either not been implemented or have 

only been partially implemented is causing serious frustration and alarm within the         

Aboriginal community.  

It is particularly telling that the oversight committee has openly advised that it shares my 

concern and that of the broader community at what is seen as an inordinately slow pace of 

implementation of the recommendations as well as evidence that the meaning and intent 

of recommendations is being deliberately skewed. 

An audit of progress in the implementation of the 15 interim recommendations made by 

the steering committee, nine of which were made in 2018, reveals just how casual the   

government’s response to the needs of Aboriginal children in care and protection has been. 

Recommendations 2 and 3 (August, 2018) are that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Child Placement Principles (ATSICPP) be embedded in practice in the ACT.  
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A fundamental tenet of the ATSICPP is that all decisions involving an Aboriginal child in touch with care and  

protection be informed by advice from an Aboriginal Community Controlled organisation. The government   

purportedly agreed to these recommendations in 2018. However, since that time there has been no apparent 

attempt to either engage with an existing Aboriginal community controlled organisation or to build capacity 

within the ACT to fulfil this vital role. 

Indeed, it is widely understood that the ACT government either has already done so or intends to simply roll 

over the contract with the existing non-Aboriginal mainstream organisations who have over the last five years, 

through the ACT Together consortium, usurped the role of Aboriginal community-controlled organisations in 

this regard.  

If that is in fact the ACT government’s intention it would be viewed by the Aboriginal community as a total    

betrayal of its claimed support for systemic reform and the child-placement principles. 

There are also high levels of concern about whether the intent of Recommendation 1, which is that child       

protection workers working with Aboriginal families not only have the highest possible training but          

demonstrated cultural awareness and, importantly, a strong desire, if not preference, for working with          

Aboriginal children, has been met. 

Recommendation 5, (December, 2018) is that the ATSICPP be explicitly enshrined in legislation. There are      

legislative precedents in the states, most particularly Queensland and Victoria, which could appropriately act as 

a guide or model for the ACT but it appears, from the government response, that the Community Services     

Directorate has, after nearly two years, made no progress in the drafting of the recommended amendments. 

Recommendation 6 (December, 2018) goes to the heart of the importance of Aboriginal community-controlled 

organisations being central to the response to the needs of Aboriginal children in touch or at risk of coming into 

touch with the child-protection system. It urges the establishment and funding of an Aboriginal                       

community-controlled Child Care Association. Again, almost two years after this interim recommendation was 

made, it has received little more than lip service. 

The “Our Booris, Our Way” steering committee made a total of 35 recommendations and the picture I have 

painted above is a snapshot of the nature of the government’s less-than-urgent response to the report.  

However, I will conclude by expressing my particular disappointment that the government has accorded no  

priority to accepting, let alone implementing, a recommendation to mirror the actions of progressive             

governments in SA, Queensland and Victoria and appoint an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’s 

commissioner.  

This appointment was rightly seen by the “Our Booris” steering committee as potentially transformative in 

maintaining a focus on and meeting the needs of the most vulnerable and disadvantaged residents of Canberra, 

namely Aboriginal children.  

There is a growing fear in the Aboriginal community that in its response to “Our Booris, Our Way” the            

government is signalling that when it comes to listening to Aboriginal voices it is a case of “our way or the   

highway”. 

Julie Tongs is the CEO of Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services. 

Government All Talk On Reforms For Kids          

In Crisis (cont’d) 
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 Julie Tongs has expressed her gratitude to community sector organisations that have  

expressed their support for issues of particular relevance and importance to the           

Aboriginal community, to be given priority in the next term of the ACT Legislative         

Assembly. 

Julie said it was important for Aboriginal peoples to know that their fight for justice and 

equality was supported by the broader community and that we were not alone, as so 

many feel they are, in seeking recognition of their place as First Nations people - and a 

genuine commitment to addressing the devastating legacy of colonisation, dispossession, 

racism and injustice which they endure. 

While aware that many organisations have acknowledged, during the election campaign, 

the importance of issues of particular concern to the Aboriginal community Julie said she 

wished to acknowledge in particular the strong position adopted by ACTCOSS and its CEO 

Emma.  

Julie also noted that the St Vincent de Paul Society has given prominence to the            

importance of the incoming Government grappling in a serious and meaningful way with 

the needs of Aboriginal children and families in touch with the care and protection       

system and the priority which must be given to the implementation of the Our Booris, 

Our Way recommendations. 

The Society has also joined with Winnunga AHCS in calls for urgent reforms to the justice 

and prison system to reduce the appalling rates of Aboriginal imprisonment. 
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Fact: In 2019-2020 Winnunga AHCS clients came from 243 different suburbs in 128 postcodes. 

Winnunga AHCS Welcomes Support for 

Aboriginal Peoples in Election Campaign 
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 Elsewhere in this newsletter Julie Tongs has expressed her concerns about the              

implications for Aboriginal residents of Canberra, as the ACT Government does not have 

and Aboriginal housing policy or strategy. 

The St Vincent de Paul Society has summarised its views about social and community 

housing in Canberra as follows: 

‘A caring society is one that ensures that each and every individual or family is adequately 

housed. However, in the ACT many people have no choice but to wait up to 3 and a half 

years for public housing. Too many people spend years living in poor quality, insecure or 

unhealthy conditions… 

Building more social housing dwellings would enable more people to receive the right 

support when they need it. The ACT has one of the lowest expenditures on social housing 

nationally, according to the ( Productivity Commission) Report on Government Services 

(ROGS) 2020 the ACT’s expenditure was $139 m with the next lowest being Tasmania 

with $202 m. There has been a net decline in families housed in ACT public housing in the 

last ten years and there has been a decline in social housing numbers since 2010. ROGS 

2020 reports that in June 2019 there were 10,529 households in social housing in       

comparison to 2010 when there were 10,737.’ 

The St Vincent de Paul Society analysis of the Productivity Commission data is that over 

the course of the last decade there has been a reduction of 208 in the number of     

households in public housing in Canberra. To provide some additional perspective to this 

cut in social housing the ACT population grew by about 65,000 over the same period.  

It is sobering to reflect that a Canberra family registering in the next month for public 

housing in Canberra will likely still be on the waiting list when they go to vote in the 2024 

election. 
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Fact: the Winnunga AHCS AMC clinic provided 274 clients with 10,964 occasions of service                                      

in the 2019-2020 financial year. 

What The St Vincent de Paul Society 

Thinks About Housing in Canberra 
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Canberra Times, Editorial, 3 September 2020 

IF, as seems possible, the ACT Liberals’ call for a territory poverty commission gets lost in the wash-up from next 

month’s election, Canberra will have missed the opportunity to redress existing hardships, and to stop more 

people from suffering need and want as a result of the coronavirus recession. 

While the proposal, which would examine the causes and effects of poverty across the territory - the most   

affluent jurisdiction in the country, has been floated in the context of the election campaign, it is worthy of        

bi-partisan support. One would hope, regardless of who wins in October, that the commission, or something 

very like it, comes into being. 

Poverty, hardship, homelessness and want have been issues in the ACT for many decades. And, because of    

Canberra’s perception of itself as a well-off city predominantly populated by white collar, middle-class, public 

sector workers, they haven’t always received the government attention they have deserved. 

This has meant that over the decades much of the heavy lifting has been left to religious and other community 

based organisations, and to motivated and compassionate individuals such as the late Stasia Dabrowski who  

operated her famous soup kitchen for almost four decades with no shortage of grateful “customers”. 

That is going to have to changes in the wake of the coronavirus crisis, with the ABS announcing on Wednesday 

the Australian gross domestic product had fallen by 7 per cent in the June quarter, the largest such slump ever 

recorded. This dire result confirmed beyond all doubt Australia is in its first recession in a generation. 

It is unfortunate that, rather than considering the poverty commission on its merits, Chief Minister Andrew Barr 

had dismissed the proposal as a political stunt on the grounds former Labor chief minister Jon Stanhope had 

agreed to chair it. Mr Stanhope, for the record, is the man who won the 2001 election that kick-started the ALP’s 

longstanding dominance of the Legislative Assembly. 

Mr Stanhope’s record of advocacy and policy in this space is widely acknowledged across the city, and his is a 

commendable track record on social justice issues. He is also an experienced public administrator, having served 

in that capacity on Christmas Island from 2012 to 2014. All of which makes him well qualified for the commission 

role. 

Mr Stanhope has, in recent years, repeatedly expressed concern the government he once led was not doing 

enough to assist the disadvantaged. He strongly believes, as do many Canberrans, more should be done to     

increase housing affordability, boost health spending, support the Indigenous community, and to enhance social 

justice and equity outcomes. 

While it is understandable Mr Barr and his colleagues, would focus on what they see as an attempt to embarrass 

the government, they need to consider the bigger picture. Poverty, like the coronavirus does not respect race, 

creed, or socioeconomic status. There are already hundreds of people in this city now doing it tough who would 

have thought they were well placed for the future less than a year ago. 

While many economic indicators, such as employment and property prices suggest the ACT is generally faring 

better than other parts of the county, that doesn't mean Canberrans are ready, or willing, to turn their backs on 

those who, through no fault of their own, have fallen behind. 

This is a city with a heart, and possibly the one place in the country where the hip-pocket nerve doesn't always 

determine how people vote. 

ACT Poverty Commission a Worthy Goal 
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Indigenous artist receives $100,000 on 99th anniversary of Australia’s most prestigious 

portrait prize. The Guardian, 25 September 2020 By Stephanie Convery 

 

 

 

 

 

Vincent Namatjira has won the 2020 Archibald prize for his portrait of Adam Goodes and 
become the first Indigenous artist to win in its 99-year history. The painting, titled Stand 
Strong for Who You Are, features the former footballer and Swans great Goodes clasped 
hand in hand with Namatjira. 

Namatjira’s win follows Meyne Wyatt making Archibald history last week by winning the 
$1,500 packing room prize – judged by the gallery staff who receive, unpack and hang the 
Archibald entries. In doing so, he became the first Indigenous person to win any of the 
prizes on offer at the Archibalds in its history. 

The $100,000 prize for portraiture was awarded in a small, socially-distanced and          
live-streamed event at the Art Gallery of New South Wales on Friday. The 55 finalists for 
the Archibald, Australia’s most prestigious portrait prize, were revealed last week, after a 
record 1,068 entries were received. 

“This is a really special moment for me,” said Namatjira, appearing at the ceremony by 
videolink from the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Yankunytjatjara lands in South Australia. 

“What an honour it is to be the first Indigenous winner of the Archibald prize,” he said. “It 
only took 99 years. I’m so proud to be the first but I also have to acknowledge all the   
Indigenous finalists and Indigenous sitters for this year and past years.” A message from 
Goodes was also read aloud during the prize ceremony.  

“I am thrilled that an Indigenous artist, Vincent Namatjira, has won the Archibald prize 
for the first time and I’m so pleased that it shines the light on all Indigenous art,” Goodes 
said. “We have a 60,000 year history of art and culture in our people and we share this 
knowledge and gift of culture with all Australia. 

“Vincent and I are also countrymen. I’m so proud of Vincent and his family, their journey  
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Archibald prize 2020: Vincent Namatjira 

named winner for portrait of Adam 

Goodes 

Vincent Namatjira has won the  

Archibald prize 2020 for his portrait 

of Adam Goodes, titled Stand Strong 

for Who You Are. Photograph: Mim 

Stirling/AGNSW 
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has been shared through art of generations.” 

Namatjira’s work has become increasingly renowned over the past decade, with the artist receiving an Order 
of Australia this year in honour of his contribution to Indigenous visual arts. Namatjira first met Goodes in 
2018, and decided to paint him after watching the recent documentary The Final Quarter, about Goodes’ 
final season playing AFL. 

In the notes to his painting, Namatjira described Goodes as “a proud Aboriginal man who stands strong for 
his people”. “We share some similar stories and experiences – of disconnection from culture, language and 
Country, and the constant pressures of being an Aboriginal man in this country,” the notes said. “We’ve also 
both got young daughters and don’t want them to have to go through those same experiences. “When I was 
younger and growing up in the foster system in Perth, Indigenous footballers were like heroes to me.    
Goodesy is much more than a great footballer, though – he took a strong stand against racism and said 
‘Enough is enough’. I stand strong with you too, brother.”  

Past winners of the Archibald include Australian visual art       
luminaries John Olsen, Del Kathryn Barton, Ben Quilty, Wendy 
Sharpe and Brett Whiteley. This year’s finalists include works by 
Abdul Abdullah, Louise Hearman, Vincent Namatjira and Emily 
Crockford, with sitters including Annabel Crabb, Behrouz 
Boochani and David Marr. 

There was more success for Indigenous artists and artists of   
colour in the Wynne and Sulman prizes, also awarded on Friday. 
Western Aranda-Luritja artist Hubert Pareroultja won the $50,000 
Wynne for his painting Tjoritja (West MacDonnell Ranges, NT).  

The prize is awarded to either the best landscape painting of   
Australian scenery in oils or watercolours, or the best example of 
figure sculpture. 

“I really had a big shock,” Pareroultja said by videolink on hearing of his win. “I’m so happy and glad that my 
work is appreciated and seen by so many people down south. It’s important for me because it’s my country 
that my father showed me when I first learnt to paint,” he said. “I would like to see more Aboriginal people 
doing the same work that I’m doing.” 

Meanwhile, the $40,000 Sulman prize, for the best subject or genre painting or mural project in oil, acrylic, 
watercolour or mixed media, was awarded to Marikit Santiago for her painting The Divine. 

“I hope that the communities to which I belong feel represented when they see my work,” Santiago said 
when accepting the prize. “I hope it speaks to the Filipino community, the biracial kids growing up with   
multiple cultural identities, young artists in Western Sydney and artists who are mothers. I hope they feel 
supported and accepted when they see work from someone like me hung on the walls of the Art Gallery of 
New South Wales.” 

The Archibald usually opens in May, but was postponed this year along with the Wynne and Sulman prizes 
due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

The finalists will be exhibited at the Art Gallery of NSW until 10 January, followed by a tour to regional NSW 
and Victoria in 2021.  

 

Archibald prize 2020: Vincent Namatjira named 

winner for portrait of Adam Goodes (cont’d) 

Vincent Namatjira says of becoming the first 

Indigenous artist to win the Archibald prize: ‘It 

only took 99 years.’ Photograph: Meg Hansen 

Photography 
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Work has remained on track for the new building. Here are some of the latest photos. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winnunga AHCS New Building Progress  

Community Studio Atrium and Reception  

Dental Corridor Ground floor -  Allied Health 

Community Studio Basement 
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What do you do on the weekends?                

I have recently taken up golf but I am       

terrible at it.       

 

What is your favourite food?                    

Connoisseur cookies and cream ice cream 

and spicy fried chicken burger from Baby Su 

and Cadbury Caramilk chocolate and duck 

pad thai from Two Sisters and pink iced   

donuts.                

 

What do you like most about working at        

Winnunga?                                                           

I love being a part of an organisation that 

puts the clients individual needs as its     

number one priority.                                              

 

My favourite pet?                                         

Unfortunately I don’t have any.                                             

 

What is your pet hate?                                

Arriving late to the movies and missing the 

trailers.                                                          

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Alexander Hendry  

 

Position: Enrolled Nurse  

 

Where are you from?                                     

I spent most of my childhood in Darwin.  

                                                                                                                                                                         

Who is your favourite singer/band?  

Kendrick Lamar.           

 

What is your favourite song?                  

The Bird – By Anderson .Paak              
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