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Aboriginal Health in Aboriginal Hands  

The last month has been one of major contrasts for me. 

It has seen the completion of our new purpose-built health       

facility and the beginning of its occupation and commissioning. I 

cannot overstate just how important the new building is to     

Winnunga AHCS and the Aboriginal community. It will have a   

major impact on our capacity to not only continue to meet the 

needs of our clients but to expand and improve the range of 

services we are able to offer. 

The building itself is one of which we can all be proud.             

Importantly we can rejoice in the fact that it is ours. It belongs to 

Aboriginal peoples now and forever. 

I thank the BUILT Team (our head contractor), and all the sub-contractors who have 

combined to deliver an outstanding building. It is notable that despite the stringencies 

of COVID19, the bushfires/smoke and hailstorm, the building has been delivered on 

time and on budget. It has been a pleasure to work with everyone involved with the 

construction. I wish, in particular, to acknowledge the unfailing respect shown in the 

design and construction of a building of the highest standard which so effectively       

reflects our culture and community. 

I also acknowledge the decision to fund the construction of the purpose-built health 

facility for the Aboriginal community of Canberra was supported by all three Parties in 

the Legislative Assembly and I thank them for that. I also acknowledge the significant 

contribution of the current Federal Government to the project as well as Winnunga 

AHCS’s own direct contribution. 

I look forward to welcoming, in the near future, all members of the Aboriginal           

community of Canberra to the official opening of the new building. 

As I mention above my joy at the completion of our fantastic new health and             

community services facility has been tempered by the constant, almost daily, reminder 

of just how far we are yet to travel to achieve equality and justice for Aboriginal peoples 

resident in the ACT and surrounding region.  

The most recent stark emanation of this has been, of course, the revelations relating to 

the forcible strip search of a vulnerable Aboriginal woman in the AMC. I have expressed 

in the most forcible terms, my abhorrence at the treatment of this woman and also my 

disappointment at the response of the Government to the allegations, most particularly 

its refusal to take seriously allegations of racism levelled by the subject of the strip  
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search. I do not resile from anything I have said in relation to this matter. 

The Government’s dismissive response to calls for an independent inquiry into the matter 

has, predictably, fuelled the already high levels of cynicism within the Aboriginal         

community about its commitment to addressing Aboriginal disadvantage in Canberra.  

That this cynicism is not just understandable but fully justified is affirmed by a review of 

almost any data set relevant to the status of Aboriginal peoples resident in Canberra. I 

have, for example, included in this newsletter an extract from the incoming Government 

brief prepared by ACT Government officials for the Minister for Corrections and Minister 

for Justice Health. 

As you will see from that Government briefing paper there is barely a single piece of data 

relevant to justice, corrections or incarceration which does not reveal the ACT to be the 

worst performing jurisdiction in Australia in relation to the treatment of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples. 

Unfortunately the ACT’s dubious record in addressing the needs of the Aboriginal       

community is not limited to just justice issues. It extends across the board. 

 

 

 

The Guardian, 15 March 2021 by Latoya Aroha Rule 

We must heed the pleads of those who spent their last moments on concrete floors,   

crying out to be treated humanely. 

“Imagine if white women surrounded Parliament House to call for justice for dead Black 

women … ” 

It’s something I tweeted while I considered the question posed to me about my      

attendance at Monday’s March4Justice rally in Canberra: 

“If we drive down from Sydney we could camp at the embassy for the night, sib?” 

I wondered for just a moment about gender; my own, its sociopolitical context, the     

expectations attached, and to be frank - how gender equality sometimes feels like an  

oxymoron when positioned alongside race and class.  
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My Hope For The March 4 Justice And   

Beyond Is That We Consider The Plight 

Of Black Women in Australia 

QUOTE OF THE DAY 

“If you’re protesting against racism, you’re going to upset some racists.” 

Sasha Baron Cohen. 
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Quite honestly, I question why people are 

fighting for gender equality between cis 

men and cis women when equality has not 

yet been achieved between Black and white 

women in the first instance, let alone   

women who are transgender and/or        

non-binary and gender non-conforming 

people.  

To assume parity is to negate the              

experiences, the stories, the histories, the 

research and the ongoing privileges for   

others that deny Black women access to 

safe Black space – by rendering Black    

women invisible, largely through the       

subjugation of Black women in places like prisons and police cells. 

It’s this enduring, hierarchical process that poses questions to me like: “What happens after the rally?” 

Women’s liberation marches have been growing since the 1960s in Australia, just as the incarceration rates 

and deaths of Aboriginal women in custody have steadily increased. I make this point not to deny the labour 

of Aboriginal women within the women’s suffrage movement and thereafter, but to illuminate the ongoing 

dilemmas and to emphasise where change is necessary. I make this point to highlight the women whose 

names should be on all our lips and who we should be demanding justice for. 

This April will mark the 30th anniversary of the royal commission into Aboriginal deaths in custody; a royal 

commission that investigated 99 Black deaths in Australia – 11 of them were of Aboriginal women. The     

eldest woman was 58 and the youngest girl was only 14. The following is a list of their last names,              

respectfully: 

 

 

 

My Hope For The March 4 Justice And Beyond      

Is That We Consider The Plight Of Black Women in 

Australia (cont’d) 

Nathan Reynold’s family after the inquest into the death in custody of 

the Aboriginal man. Photograph: Dan Himbrechts/AAP 

Ms Barnes Ms Binks Ms Blankett Ms Egan 

Ms Jones Miss O’Rourke Ms Short Ms Tiers 

the Yarrie sisters  the Aboriginal woman who died 

in Ceduna in 1983 
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In the last 30 years, there have been multiple other deaths of Aboriginal women, many in custody: 

 

 

 

There are so many more. Just over a week ago three more Aboriginal people died in custody, one of them a 

44-year-old Aboriginal woman in Sydney. It is likely that her family and community will have to sit before a 

coroners court to undertake emotional, physical and spiritual labour while deep in grief. This is labour that 

affects generations of women. 

My brother died in custody, leaving behind my 10-year-old niece. She now must navigate further               

intergenerational trauma as she goes on in life. Another great tragedy for my mother and my family, yet 

somehow, we all continue to survive. 

It’s easy to see the impetus for Black women and Black people more generally to be on the frontline, calling 

for justice. Many of us have devoted our lives to our families’ justice campaigns. But can we continue to 

name it “the frontline” if officers are standing on it too? And, simultaneously, standing on us? Am I really 

expected to join arms alongside a woman who in a few weeks could be in in a uniform, and asked to provide 

evidence in my sibling’s coronial inquest? 

Calling for justice for Black women requires a call to end the systems that oppress Black women; a call to 

end the over-representation of Aboriginal women in custody, a call to end deaths in custody, a call to     

abolish the carceral state, and even more so, a call for decolonisation. This demand must come from         

non-Aboriginal women as well. To quote the Gunnai-Gunditjmara senator, Lidia Thorpe: “To those whose 

skin colour affords them greater safety and justice – it’s time to stop looking away from systemic racism and 

stand with us and say no more.” 

My hope for Monday’s March4Justice and beyond is that all women will consider the needs of Black women 

and will heed the tireless pleads of those who spent their last moments on concrete floors, crying out to be 

treated humanely. We must also heed the lessons of the women who are surviving; those in youth and adult 

prisons, those in open-air prisons, in home detention and on parole, those in shelters, on the streets and the 

young people in state residential “care” settings. 

We must continue to say no to state violence. Only then, as we separate and divest from systems of         

oppression, can we begin to talk about equality. 

Latoya Aroha Rule is an Aboriginal and Māori, Takatāpui person residing on stolen Gadigal land, Sydney. 

They’re a PhD candidate at UTS, an educator and a freelance writer. 

My Hope For The March 4 Justice And Beyond Is 

That We Consider The Plight Of Black Women in 

Australia (cont’d) 

Ms Baxter Ms Dhu Ms Tilberoo Ms Day 

Ms Nelson Ms Maher Ms Daley Ms Thorne 

Ms Pickett Ms Clarke Ms Wynne  
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

Elizabeth Kikkert: I give notice that I shall move –  

That this Assembly 

1. notes that: 

 a. In 2020 the ACT Government promised to commission a review of Aboriginal 

 and Torres Strait Islander overrepresentation in the territory’s incarceration 

 rates, which remains the highest in Australia; 

 b. in 2019 the ACT Government committed $1.35 million in Justice Reinvestment 

 funding to help address the incarceration rates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

 Islander people; 

 c. it has been acknowledged that the systemic racism that exists across our      

 community may also exist within the territory’s prison and impact its operation; 

 and  

 d. certain historical incidents, along with alleged incidents now under                

 investigation, have damaged the confidence of some Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

 Islander Canberrans in the prison as an institution; and 

2. calls on the ACT Government to commission and fund an external, independent inquiry 

with the obligation to: 

 a. investigate and document the incidence of institutional and/or systemic racism 

 in relation to the Alexander Maconochie Centre; 

 b. develop advice and recommendations to address and eliminate this racism; 

 and 

 c. report back to the Assembly by the last sitting day of September 2021. 

Elizabeth Kikkert MLA 

 

The above motion does no more than ask, in response to          

representations from the Canberra Aboriginal community and 

ACTCOSS, following the horrific strip search of a vulnerable      

Aboriginal woman, for an “external, independent inquiry” into the 

incidence of institutional and/or systemic racism in the ACT     

prison. 

The motion was lost. 
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Notice of Motion Legislative Assembly for 

The Australian Capital Territory 

Elizabeth Kikkert MLA 
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This is how the members of the Assembly voted. 
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Fact: ‘Petitioning is one of the traditional methods by which members of the public can make formal requests 

direct to Parliament. A petition is a formal document containing a list of signatures from ACT citizens/residents 

to Members of the Legislative Assembly seeking the redress of a grievance. Any citizen or group of citizens of 

the ACT can submit a petition asking for an action to be taken by the Assembly. A petition must address an   

issue that is related to the jurisdiction of the ACT Assembly and not that of another State or Territory             

parliament or the Federal Parliament.’ For more information go to:                                                                                            

https://www.parliament.act.gov.au/parliamentary-business/in-the-chamber/petitions 

Notice of Motion Legislative Assembly for 

The Australian Capital Territory (cont’d) 

Andrew Barr, ALP, NO Peter Cain, Liberal, YES 

Yvette Berry, ALP, NO                                                       Leanne Castley, Liberal, YES 

Andrew Braddock, Greens, NO                                       Alistair Coe, Liberal, YES 

Joy Burch, ALP, NO                                                            Jeremy Hanson, Liberal, YES 

Tara Cheyne, ALP, NO                                                       Guilia Jones, Liberal, YES 

Jo Clay, Greens, NO                                                           Elizabeth Kikkert, Liberal, YES 

Emma Davidson, Greens, NO                                           Nicole Lawder, Liberal, YES 

Jonathan Davis, Greens, NO                                             Elizabeth Lee, Liberal, YES 

Mick Gentleman, ALP, NO                                                 Mark Parton, Liberal, YES 

Suzanne Orr, ALP, NO  

Marisa Paterson, ALP, NO  

Michael Patterson, ALP, NO  

Shane Rattenbury, Greens, NO  

Chris Steel, ALP, NO   

Rachel Stephen-Smith, ALP, NO  

Rebecca Vaserotti, Greens, NO  
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Canberra Weekly 11 February 2021, by Nick Fuller  

Indigenous and social service advocates are angry and disappointed that a proposed investigation into      

systemic racism at the Alexander Maconochie Centre will not take place. Instead, Minister for Corrections 

Mick Gentleman replaced the Canberra Liberals motion – made on behalf of Indigenous Canberrans – with 

an amendment to continue a review into the ACT’s high Indigenous incarceration rates. (See our earlier    

story.) 

“I’m furious, to be quite honest,” Julie Tongs OAM, chief 

executive officer of Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal 

Health and Community Service, said. 

“But I’m not surprised that the motion was watered 

down. This Labor-Green Government are progressive on 

selective issues. Unfortunately, Aboriginal disadvantage 

isn’t one of them. 

“It reinforces the belief across the Aboriginal community 

that their issues and concerns are not a priority with this 

so-called progressive government.”  

Ms Tongs called the amendment “a cover-up”, and called for Mr Gentleman to resign. 

“Mr Gentleman, unlike his colleague Rachel Stephen-Smith, may very well say he doesn’t think racism exists 

in the prison. Mr Gentleman has taken a leaf out of Eddie Maguire’s book, who didn’t think racism existed in 

the Collingwood Football Club. Can we expect that Mr Gentleman will resign just like Eddie did if he’s proven 

to be wrong?” 

Following allegations in January that an Aboriginal woman detainee – a rape survivor – was strip-searched in 

full view of male prisoners, Ms Tongs wrote to Mr Gentleman, calling for a full inquiry into “the egregious, 

heartless, and totally unacceptable treatment which [the woman] has suffered while in your care and under 

your control”. 

Mr Gentleman said at the time that he took allegations of racism at the AMC seriously, and would                 

co-operate with the Human Rights Commission’s investigation. Mr Gentleman had also met with Ms Tongs 

and asked her to work with him to improve ACT Corrective Services. 

But he did not support Ms Tongs’ assertion there was a culture of racism at the AMC. He defended the     

prison staff in the Legislative Assembly this week: “I am confident that these dedicated officers are devoted 

to improving inequality.” 

Ms Tongs disagreed. The AMC was “a bloodbath”, she said. Over the last five years, the prison has made 

headlines for a spate of deaths, beatings, and humiliations. In addition to the strip-searching allegations, an 

Indigenous man – victim of a bashing that left him in a coma for a week – died of a drug overdose in 2016;  

Aboriginal Advocates Furious Government       

Rejected Proposed AMC Inquiry 

Alexander Maconochie Centre, taken from the air, in 

2016. Picture: Nick-D, Wikicommons. 
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Aboriginal inmates have been assaulted, and relatives were not notified; and staff have 

played ‘Hangman’ with the names of Aboriginal prisoners. 

“It’s disgusting – absolutely disgusting,” Ms Tongs said. “And these people are still       

allowed to turn up to work. What is that?” 

Canberra’s Indigenous population did not have confidence in the criminal justice system, 

she believed. “An Aboriginal person in Canberra is 19.4 times likelier to go to prison than 

a non-Aboriginal person,” Ms Tongs said. “Why would any Aboriginal person have any 

faith in the ACT justice system? 

“We shouldn’t be locking people up and throwing the key away – and that’s what it’s like 

out there. No prison’s a good prison; we should be building mental health facilities and 

drug and alcohol rehab, and not jails – but it is what we’ve got and it needs to change.” 

Indigenous overrepresentation and the inquiry into AMC were separate issues, Ms Tongs 

argued. 

“The review of overrepresentation is about the reasons Aboriginal people are sent to 

prison at a rate of 5 times higher than non-Aboriginal people. It has nothing to do with 

racism in the AMC; the review hasn’t started, and will drag on for years.” 

ACTCOSS chief executive Dr Emma Campbell agreed the AMC racism inquiry was          

necessary, expressing her disappointment that the motion was unsuccessful. 

“We need to understand whether issues of racism are impacting the experience of      

Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander people when they’re in the AMC, and whether that’s 

leading to higher levels of recidivism and the high rate of              

incarceration.” 

The Government may have stopped the amendment – but Ms 

Tongs was undaunted. She was adamant there needs to be an    

urgent inquiry into institutional racism and into the management 

and culture at the prison. 

“At the end of the day, I’m not going to stop. Now that woman was 

brave enough to come out with her allegations, I am sure there will 

be others that will follow. Hopefully, this will get momentum, and 

hopefully, things will change.” 
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Fact: An Aboriginal person in Canberra is 19.4 times likelier to go to prison than a non-Aboriginal person. 

Aboriginal Advocates Furious            

Government Rejected Proposed AMC    

Inquiry (cont’d) 

Julie Tongs OAM 



Do it with us, not to us 

Aboriginal Health in Aboriginal Hands  

P A G E  9  

 

The release by the Ombudsman of a report into ACT Policing’s engagement with the   

Canberra Aboriginal community and the stated endorsement of the report and its        

recommendations by ACT Policing was, after just one week, reduced to tatters by the 

finding by Magistrate Campbell in the ACT Magistrates Court, that the arrest of an       

Aboriginal man, who was arrested and charged with being drunk and disorderly, was    

illegal. 

The man is shown, on camera footage made public at his trial, walking calmly and alone 

along a suburban footpath late at night. The magistrate found that there was nil evidence 

that the man was drunk and clear evidence, on the basis of the camera footage, that he 

was not being disorderly. 

In finding the arrest illegal and dismissing all charges flowing from it the Magistrate was 

bluntly asserting that the Aboriginal victim of this appalling incident had been fitted up. 

The camera footage of the incident is deeply distressing and represents a stunning blow 

to ACT Policing’s reputation and public posturing on its claimed concern about and    

commitment to developing a more positive and respectful relationship with the            

Aboriginal community. 

The immediate response of every Aboriginal person in Canberra to this case and the    

associated horrific camera footage will be firstly that finally the truth of the nature of the 

relationship between Police and Aboriginal peoples has been captured on film and       

secondly why would they, for one minute, believe anything that either ACT Policing or 

the ACT Government has to say to them about being concerned about the level of       

contact by Aboriginal residents with the justice system or the Indigenous incarceration 

rate in the ACT, ie the fact that it is the highest in Australia. 
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Fact:  A death in custody includes a death occurring whilst a person is watched or guarded by police. In other 

words, if that person is not at liberty to come and go as he or she wishes (humanrights.gov.au). 

ACT Policing’s Claimed Commitment to 

Ombudsman Report Trashed Within a 

Week 

Photo source: https://www.police.act.gov.au/about-us 
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Winnunga  AHCS CEO, Julie Tong says that as far as she is concerned the recent            

Ombudsman report may as well be shredded if the Government does not respond to this 

case immediately and with conviction. As things now stand there is not a single reason 

for believing that either ACT Policing or the ACT Government meant a single thing they 

have said about improving relationships with Aboriginal peoples. 

As a first step surely the Chief Minister and the Leader of the Greens should publicly  

apologise for their Government’s treatment of this Aboriginal man and negotiate with his 

lawyers for the payment of appropriate compensation. 

The Government should then, as a minimum, commission an independent inquiry into 

the experience of Aboriginal peoples in Canberra in their relationship and contact with 

ACT Policing and the Justice System more generally. Ms Tongs said that she can assure 

the Canberra community this latest incident is not an isolated one but in fact, as far as 

vulnerable Aboriginal peoples are concerned, more like par for the course. 
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Fact: This year marks exactly 30 years since the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody was     

completed. There have been more than 440 recorded Indigenous deaths in custody since then.  

ACT Policing’s Claimed Commitment to 

Ombudsman Report Trashed Within a 

Week (cont’d) 

 

The ACT Policing Website states: 

Our mission is to keep the peace and preserve public safety within the ACT. We 

strive to deliver a professional, innovative and effective policing service in an ever 

changing environment for the ACT community. 

We pride ourselves on being a values-driven organisation. Our core values 

of integrity, commitment, excellence, accountability, fairness, respect and trust       

represent our principles and standards – the values we uphold as part of our       

personal and professional duties.  

(For more information please go to: https://www.police.act.gov.au/about-us) 
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 The following is an extract from the briefing paper prepared 

by ACT public servants following the recent election for    

Ministers Mick Gentleman and Emma Davidson. This is what 

the Ministers were told. Of greater interest, of course, is what 

they are going to do about it? 

‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are                  

over-represented across the ACT justice system. Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people make up approximately 

1.95% of the ACT population and on average make up 23% of 

the detainee population at the AMC. 

The age standardised incarceration rate ratio for Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people in the ACT is the highest in 

the country. 

More than 90% of adult Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

detainees at the AMC have been previously incarcerated. 

These are the highest reimprisonment rates in the country.’ 

Trend Data 

• The ACT has had the highest increase in Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander detainees since 2009-10 of any 

jurisdiction in Australia. Most data shows 10 year 

trends in ACT’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  

justice data are getting worse. 

• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander admissions to the 

AMC demonstrate average annual increases of 5.7%. 

(Twice as high as non-Indigenous admissions). 

• There are increasing 10 year trends in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander          

apprehensions, charges and arrests. Non-Indigenous apprehensions and charges 

are stable. 

• Diversion rates for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are low and charges 

are less likely to be cleared by formal diversion or caution than chargers against                   

non-Indigenous people. 

The incoming government brief also included projections on age-standardised               

incarceration rates for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the ACT which    

revealed the following challenges: 
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Fact: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander admissions to the AMC demonstrate average annual increases of 

5.7% (twice as high as non-Indigenous admissions). 

Incoming Government Brief for Minister 

For Corrections and Justice Health 

Minister Mick Gentleman 

Minister Emma Davidson 
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• The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander age-standardised rate being reduced by 

15% by 2031, ie to 1,451 per 100,000. If that trend was projected forward to 

2060, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander age-standardised incarceration 

rate would be 832.5 per 100,000 while the equivalent rate for non-Indigenous 

people would be 292.8 (based on existing trends). Using a 15% reduction by 2031 

target sees  parity with existing non-Indigenous rate trends being achieved only at                  

approximately 2081.9 (that is in sixty years time). 

• In similar vein if the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander incarceration rate is     

reduced by 30% by 2031 and that trend was projected forward parity would be 

reached in approximately 2053. 

To provide some perspective to the enormous challenge faced in meeting those           

projections the Ministers were also briefed as follows; 

• Over the past decade the ACT has seen the highest increases in Indigenous          

incarceration of any jurisdiction in Australia. As shown in Figure 1 the increase of 

279% in the ACT is five times higher than the national increase of 59%. Notably 

the increase in NSW over the course of the decade was only 48%. 

 

Winnunga AHCS CEO, Julie Tongs has conveyed her condolences and those of all staff 

and clients to Dr Afifah who until recently was a much loved GP at Winnunga AHCS, at 

the news that her mother had died. 

Dr Afifah’s parents are resident in Pakistan and unfortunately her mother succumbed to 

the COVID-19 virus. Dr Afifah’s father also has the virus and Julie has extended to         

Dr Afifah her hopes and best wishes for his speedy recovery. 
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Fact: More than 90% of adult Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander detainees at the AMC have been previously 

incarcerated.  

Incoming Government Brief for Minister 

For Corrections and Justice Health 

(cont’d) 

Sad News for Long-time Winnunga 

Doctor 
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ACTCOSS Media Release, Wednesday 24 February 2021 

The ACT Council of Social Service (ACTCOSS) today welcomed the appointment of Ms Christine Nixon as chair 
of the new Oversight Committee to develop a blueprint for change for the Alexander Maconochie Centre 
(AMC) and Court Transport Unit.  

However, ACTCOSS said that without an inquiry into systemic racism in Canberra’s prison, the injustice     
experienced by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander detainees engaged with the justice system would not 
be resolved.  

Dr Emma Campbell, ACTCOSS CEO, said: “We are pleased to see that this new Oversight Committee will soon 
start work to help improve culture and oversee the implementation of recommendations from inquiries and 
reports. 

“This oversight group will need to move promptly and comprehensively to rebuild trust. That must include 
close engagement with the community services sector, particularly Aboriginal community-controlled         
organisations.  

“Many of the issues in the AMC have been highlighted in previous reviews and inquiries but await to be   
resolved. AMC detainees are often unable to access productive education/work or rehabilitative supports. 
The ongoing practice of non-separation of sentenced people and people on remand in the AMC contradicts 
ACT Corrections legislation and international human rights law. 

“And while the ACT is the only jurisdiction to have a policy framework to support the implementation of a 
needle and syringe program in our prison, it has not yet been acted on.  

“Data from the Productivity Commission’s Report on Government Services (ROGS) 2021 revealed that 63.4% 
of ACT adults released from prison returned to corrective services with a prison sentence or community   
corrections order within two years. This was the second highest rate in Australia, only just below the    
Northern Territory rate of 63.7%. 

“The ROGS data also shows that Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people in Canberra are locked up at 
19 times the rate of non-Indigenous people, making up 24% of the ACT’s average daily prisoner population. 

“In the wake of historic allegations of racism, and the disturbing allegation early this year relating to the  
mistreatment of an Aboriginal woman on remand in the AMC, ACTCOSS supported a call by Julie Tongs 
OAM, CEO of Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services, for an independent inquiry 
into racism at the AMC. 

“We were deeply disappointed that a motion by Elizabeth Kikkert MLA, Shadow Minister for Corrections, 
calling for an inquiry to investigate and document the incidence of institutional and systemic racism in      
relation to the AMC and to develop advice and recommendations to address and eliminate this racism was 
rejected by the ACT Government,” Dr Campbell concluded. 

ACTCOSS advocates for social justice in the ACT and represents not-for-profit community organisations. 

 

For more information or comment, please contact  
Dr Emma Campbell, CEO, ACTCOSS, on 0424 910 617 or 02 6202 7200. 

Government Must Investigate Systemic Racism in 

Canberra’s Prison 
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Senator Pat Dodson has, unfortunately been unable to secure support from Liberal and 
National Party members of the Senate for the establishment of a Committee to inquire 
into and report on the truth telling and treaty making elements of Makarrata. 
 
Senator Dodson’s proposal was designed to provide a formal process at the                 
Commonwealth level to identify all issues and challenges associated with the process of 
truth-telling and the making of agreements and treaties. Senator Dodson made the point, 
which is also valid at a State and Territory level, that it is important that not only          
politicians but the community generally develop a deeper understanding of the key     
elements in truth-telling and treaty-making. 
 
A matter which has been raised regularly over the years in the Winnunga News is the 
need for the ACT Government to address the issue of land rights in a serious and      
meaningful way as a precursor to any process for dealing with truth-telling and treaty in 
the ACT.  The failure of Senator Dodson to secure support from the Commonwealth   
Government for his proposal in relation to Makarrata is a matter of regret. 

Winnunga AHCS CEO Julie Tongs said she was interested to note 
that Mr Ian Meikle, Editor of Canberra City News, one of the most 
informed and respected news journals in the ACT, had recently 
editorialised on the need for a public inquiry into the management 
and operations of the Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC) in  
order to get to the bottom of the apparently never ending litany of 
failings and scandals, most particularly the pre-Christmas riot,  
associated with the prison.  
 
Julie Tongs said she shared the views expressed by Mr Meikle. She 
also repeated her concern that it was simply not fair to the        
reputation of Alexander Maconochie, one of the greatest penal 
reformers in history, to have his name associated with the prison. 
Julie said it is a travesty to suggest that the AMC reflects in any 
serious way the focus on human rights and rehabilitation which 
was a central feature of Maconochie’s reforms. She also believes, if for no other reason, 
it was necessary to remove Alexander Maconochie’s name from the prison in order to 
give his soul some rest from the constant spinning that it must be doing in his grave as a 
result of the way his name and memory are being misused. 

 

 

 

‘...it is a 

travesty to 

suggest that 

the AMC 

reflects in any 

serious way 

the focus on 

human rights 

and 

rehabilitation 

which was a 

central 

feature of 

Maconochie’s 

reforms.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Senator Pat Dodson Seeks Appointment 

of Parliamentary Committee on     

Makarrata 

Fact: ‘Makarrata is much more than just a synonym for treaty. It is a complex Yolngu word describing a process 

of conflict resolution, peacemaking and justice’ (https://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-08-10/makarrata-

explainer-yolngu-word-more-than-synonym-for-treaty/8790452). 

Calls for Independent Inquiry 
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Vaccination is a safe and effective way of         
preventing yourself, Elders and family members 
from becoming sick with COVID-19. Although 
COVID-19 vaccination is not compulsory, it is 
strongly recommended. 
 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics are now running at 
Winnunga AHCS and we encourage all who are 
eligible under phase 1B of the rollout to book 
their appointment. Winnunga AHCS clients who 
are eligible under phase 1B include: 
• All Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples over 55 years of age 
• People over 18 years of age who have    

certain chronic diseases, mental health   conditions or a disability 
• People who work in emergency services or other high-risk settings (healthcare,  

defence, police, fire or meat processing) 
• Non-Indigenous clients over 70 years of age 
 
To find out if you are eligible you can use the online eligibility checker, available at: 
https://covid-vaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/eligibility 
 
If you are not a current client of Winnunga but you are an Aboriginal or Torres Strait   
Islander person and meet the eligibility criteria, we are able to schedule an appointment 
for you to have your COVID-19 vaccination.   
 
Please call reception on (02) 6284 6222 to book your vaccination. If you are unsure of 
your eligibility you will be able to talk to one of our nurses. 
 
Precautions 
• COVID-19 vaccination is not currently recommended for clients under 18 years old.  
• If you are pregnant or breastfeeding, a decision to vaccinate will need to be        

discussed with a medical practitioner.  
• Your COVID-19 vaccination needs to be separated from other vaccines, like the flu 

vaccination, by at least 14 days.  
 
More information 
Common questions and answers for First Nations people and COVID-19 vaccination can 
be found at: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/publications/covid-19-vaccination-
common-questions-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-peoples 
 
For the latest advice and updates from the Department of Health, visit:                     
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines 

 

 

 

‘COVID-19 

vaccination 

clinics are 

now running 

at Winnunga 

AHCS and we 

encourage all 

who are 

eligible under 

phase 1B of 

the rollout to 

book their 

appointment.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

COVID-19 Vaccination for                  

Winnunga Clients 



Do it with us, not to us 

Aboriginal Health in Aboriginal Hands  
P A G E  1 6  

We are pleased to report the new building has been completed with just a few finishing touches pending. The 

certificate of occupancy has been received and we have started to move into the new premises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winnunga AHCS New Building  

Main entrance External stairs next to Rec 2 

Community studio and playground Community studio 

External works southern facade Outdoor counselling courtyards 
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Winnunga AHCS New Building (cont’d)  

Main waiting area Internal stairs and children’s play area 

Dental waiting area Dental room 

GP room Basement carpark 
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What do you do on the weekends?       
You’ll find me catching up with our friends, 
drinking coffee. Sunday evenings are spent 
on Facetime to my family back in the UK.           

               

What is your favourite food?                     

Nachos.                   

 

What do you like most about working at        
Winnunga?                                                     
The warm welcome you get from everyone 
every day, I’m excited to get started in my 
role and work with families in the            
community.                                                 

 

My Favourite pet?                                        

Our Cavoodle back home called Chewie.                                   

 

What is your pet hate?                               

People talking whilst eating food…!                                                      

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  Lauren Burnley  

 

Position: Nurse Home Visitor ANFPP  

 

Where are you from?                          
Moved from London almost 3 years ago 
with my partner who is from New         
Zealand, but we met whilst he was     
working in London.  

           

Who is your favourite singer/band?     
Too many to choose from! At the moment 
I’m liking George Ezra.     

    

What is your favourite song?                   

My go to ‘happy song’ is Higher and    

Higher – Jackie Wilson               
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