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I have on several occasions over the last year (and more)        

commented on the enormous strain which the COVID pandemic 

has placed on staff and on our operations here at Winnunga. 

Despite the unprecedented challenges we have faced our staff 

have responded with the utmost dedication and professionalism 

and I am both proud of and grateful to them for all they have 

done and continue to do. 

I am also aware, of course, of the impact which COVID has had 

on the community at large and on the Aboriginal community and 

all our clients. I also acknowledge and thank our clients for your 

patience and understanding in these difficult times. 

I am, however, increasingly concerned considering the continued 

prevalence of COVID, increasing cases of influenza and our traditionally heavy caseload, 

especially over the winter months, about our capacity to continue to meet the health 

needs of our core client group, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.  

It is therefore with genuine regret that I have taken the very hard, but I believe          

necessary, decision to cease for the time being, accepting new non-Aboriginal clients at 

Winnunga. We will, of course, continue to accept new Aboriginal clients as well as     

supporting all existing clients. While it is deeply disappointing that we have had to take 

this decision I ask for your understanding while we continue to work our way through 

the difficulties which COVID has created and its impact on the capacity of our service. 

Now that counting for all seats and positions in the Senate and House of                      

Representatives has concluded I congratulate all five of the ACT’s representatives, 

namely Senators Katy Gallagher and David Pocock, and MHR’s Andrew Leigh, David 

Smith and Alicia Payne.  

I look forward to welcoming each of them to Winnunga and for their assistance in      

addressing the Australian worst or otherwise appalling outcomes experienced by their 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander constituents including in relation to child             

protection, incarceration, homelessness, substance use, mental health, poverty, racism, 

wait times in A&E and for elective surgery, and educational outcomes. I will also be 

seeking their support for a Royal Commission into the levels of disadvantage and       

distressing life outcomes which their Aboriginal constituents in Canberra are forced to 

endure.  

I, along with all of us at Winnunga, will also be looking forward to an early decision by 
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the incoming Government to end the persecution of Winnunga patron Bernard Collaery. 

Bernard has been an outstanding supporter of Winnunga and the Aboriginal community 

of Canberra and his prosecution for seeking to support the people of an impoverished 

nation is a travesty. 

 

On Thursday 9 June, Winnunga’s CEO Julie Tongs received a very welcomed visit by   

children and staff from the Narrabundah Early Childhood School.  

The children presented Julie with a piece of artwork titled ‘I am Strong, I am Proud, I am 

Deadly’.   

Also in attendance were Principal Julie Dixon and Community Coordinator Donna Seal. 
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Fact: Narrabundah Early Childhood School is committed to strengthening our relationships with Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander peoples (source: https://www.necs.act.edu.au/) 

Children, principal Julie Dixon and community coordinator Donna Seal from the 

Narrabundah Ealy Childhood School, together with Julie Tongs.  

I am Strong, I am Proud, I am Deadly  
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In what is widely regarded in the   

Aboriginal community as another 

case of one step forward and two 

steps back the Minister for Children, 

Ms Rachel Stephen-Smith has 

launched what she claimed, with due 

modesty, to be ‘an ambitious plan to 

reform out of home care and child 

protection in the ACT over the next 8 

years.’  

The new ‘plan’ has been titled ‘Next 

Steps for our Kids 2022-2030’, which 

has apparently been designed to   

replace ‘A Step Up for our Kids’ 

which, as far as Aboriginal children 

are concerned, has been anything but 

a step up. 

It is hoped that the new plan is more 

successful than its predecessor.     

Unfortunately, the latest Productivity 

Commission data on child protection 

reveals the extent to which ‘A Step 

Up for our Kids’ has failed Aboriginal 

children and their families and it is not clear, from reading the meagre detail available in 

respect of the new plan, why or how it will be any different. 

In a sign of just how little impact ‘A Step Up for our Kids’ has had on the welfare and 

wellbeing of Aboriginal children in the ACT the Our Booris Implementation Oversight 

Committee in its latest Community Update reported that in the four years in which ‘A 

Step Up for our Kids’ operated, from June 2017 to June 2021, the number of Aboriginal 

children in out of home care in Canberra increased from 227 to 235. In other words, we 

went backwards. 

Confirming the poor outcomes achieved in the protection of Aboriginal children in    

Canberra the latest Productivity Commission Report on child protection revealed that as 

at last June in the ACT there were 494 non-Aboriginal and 269 Aboriginal children     

subject to a care and protection order. Noting that Aboriginal people constitute less 

than 2% of the ACT population the rate ratio of Aboriginal to non-Aboriginal children 

under a care and protection order is a staggering 89.9 which incidentally is the third 

highest in Australia. 

Notably there were, in 2017-18, 278 Aboriginal Children subject to a care and protection 

order in Canberra. As noted above that number had reduced, over the four years to 

2021, to 269 for a total reduction of 9 children or by an average of 2 children per year.  
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Fact: The Next Steps for our Kids report can be found at                                                                        

https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/2009452/Next-Steps-for-our-Kids-

2022-2030.pdf 

Next Steps for Our Kids 2022-2030 
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It is effectively impossible to see anything in the alleged new plan for the reform of child 

protection in the ACT that will change a single thing. Well not as far as Aboriginal       

children are concerned. 

What would have made a difference and still has the potential to do so is the full and 

urgent implementation, in full, of all recommendations of the ‘Our Booris, Our Way’ 

Inquiry. The failure of the ACT Government to honour its commitment to the Aboriginal 

community to treat seriously the scandalous treatment of Aboriginal children and to 

implement the Our Booris Report is nothing short of shameful. 

Undermining the ACT Labor /Green Government’s spin that it cares about the welfare of 

Aboriginal children is the unsurprising revelation in the latest Productivity Commission 

Reports that ACT Government spending per child on protective intervention services, 

care services, and family support services at $880 is the lowest in Australia and almost 

$450 per child less than the Australian average of $1,327. 

Shame Rachel, Shame. 
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Fact: The Our Booris, Our Way Review made 28 recommendations and eight (8) sub-recommendations 

(totalling 36 recommendations) to government, iteratively over a two-year period with the final report          

presented to government in December 2019.  

Next Steps for Our Kids 2022-2030 

(cont’d) 
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It seems, at last, that the long wait for a treaty and a constitutionally recognised         

Indigenous voice to parliament may be nearly over. 

The commitment by the incoming Labor Government to a treaty and constitutional 

recognition are unambiguous and unconditional. The fact that esteemed Aboriginal 

leader Senator Patrick Dodson has been charged with responsibility for facilitating these 

long-awaited reforms has encouraged Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 

believe that at last, this time, the promises will not simply dissolve into thin air. 

The fact that the Labor Party has been returned to office on the 34th anniversary of the 

painting of the Barunga Statement is an interesting coincidence.  

The Barunga statement called on the Australian Government, among other things, to 

recognise sovereign rights to self-determination, compensate for loss of land, 

acknowledge the right to protect sacred sights and respect Aboriginal identity. It also 

called for legislation in relation to land rights, the creation of an elected Aboriginal    

organisation to oversee human rights and a justice system that acknowledged            

customary laws. It also called for a treaty. 

The statement was handed to then Prime Minister Bob Hawke by Galarrwuy Yunupingu 

and Wenten Rubuntja at the Barunga Sport and Culture Festival and elicited a promise 

by Bob Hawke to develop a treaty by 1990. A promise which was not kept at the time 

but which having now been reiterated 34 years later has given the Aboriginal            

community reason to hope that at long last a treaty and a genuine voice to parliament 

may become a reality. 
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Fact: The Barunga Statement is one of several significant painted documents that Aboriginal people have       

presented to the Australian Government.  

Uluru Statement From The Heart 

Source: https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/barunga-statement 
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In last month’s Winnunga News, Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga expressed her deep   

concern at the actions of ACT Labor and the ACT Greens in evicting 340 long term public 

housing tenants from their homes. The overwhelming majority of the people being 

evicted are elderly women, many of whom are widows or single mothers. Of those    

being evicted 14% identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islanders. 

Julie Tongs has joined with ACTCOSS in characterising the evictions as ‘heartless, cruel 

and callous.’ 

The authors of the decision to evict these extremely vulnerable older women, mothers 

and Aboriginal families from their homes are of course, as mentioned above, the ACT 

Labor Party and the ACT Greens. 

The Greens, in their latest self-congratulatory message of their achievements, in this 

term of Government, in relation to housing, make the following claims: 

‘To ensure the ACT Government is a respectful landlord, the 2021-22 Budget has        

allocated $80 million to increase public housing maintenance to meet the needs of    

tenants.’ 

‘With more Greens in the ACT Government than ever before, the 2021-22 Budget has 

made its largest ever investment in public and social housing.’ 

‘The Greens went to the election calling for 400 more social housing dwellings. The 2021

-22 Budget makes an $18 million commitment toward this with a funding boost to the 

Growing and Renewing Housing program.’ 

What Labor and the Greens didn’t tell us during the election campaign, in the             

documents accompanying the last budget or their self-congratulatory epistle was that 

the 400 additional social housing dwellings which they promised in the election        

campaign would be funded by evicting 340 existing public housing tenants so that their 

homes could be sold off and the money gained from their sale (estimated to be          

between $400 and $500 million), could fund the additional 400 dwellings they had  

promised, with a healthy wad left over, presumably for the tram.  

The fact that the 340 families evicted from their homes will need to be accommodated 

in other public housing (it is a given that they will be offered only a flat) and that the net 

increase in social housing dwellings will, therefore, only be 60 dwellings and that the 

waiting time in the ACT for a public house is over 4 years were clearly quite irrelevant 

considerations to the Labor/Greens brains trust that devised this callous scheme. It may 

be, of course, that the ACT Government is proposing to replace all 340 of the dwellings 

from which the families are being evicted as well as the promised additional 400    

dwellings for a total of 740 new dwellings. If that was their intention, then one assumes 

they would have said so. 

Thank goodness Anthony Albanese managed to get through his formative years without 

his single mother suffering the fate of the Canberra women and their families and being 

turfed out of her public house on to her ear.’ 
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Simply Shameless 

Fact: Housing ACT helps those most in need to secure and sustain long-term and appropriate housing, alleviate 

social isolation, and build resilience - contributing to a safer, stronger and more inclusive community        

(source: https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/hcs). 
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Canberra Times, 1 June 2022, By Julie Tongs 

I think it is a pity that         

Reconciliation Week overlaps 

Sorry Day and its                 

predecessor, the Day of 

Mourning. 

It diminishes their               

significance. 

Sorry Day was first held in 

May 1998, one year after the 

tabling of the report Bringing 

Them Home. Last week was 

the 25th anniversary of the 

tabling of that report, yet the 

Productivity Commission, in 

its latest report on child       

protection, reveals that        

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children are still being removed at rates as high as at any time in recent memory. 

That is even the case in Canberra, the nation's capital and a haven of prosperity and privilege. The          

Productivity Commission has revealed that on most measures, including the removal of Aboriginal children 

from their homes or the numbers of Aboriginal children under a care and protection order, the ACT has the 

second- or third-highest rates in Australia. 

Rather than celebrate together, as a gesture of reconciliation, with singing and dancing and cultural displays, 

I think it would have been far more appropriate for, say, a vigil on Sorry Day, or the Day of Mourning. It 

would have helped us to reflect on, remember and mourn the Aboriginal lives destroyed, and which continue 

to be deeply affected, by the removal of Aboriginal children from their families. And, of course, to demand 

action from the government. 

I would also have welcomed, on that day, a progress report from the ACT's Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Ms 

Rachel Stephen-Smith, on the implementation of the recommendations of the Aboriginal-led Our Booris, Our 

Way inquiry into child protection, including an explanation of the reasons for her failure, over four years after 

the review was commissioned, to fully implement not just every one of the Our Booris recommendations, but 

a single recommendation. 

In similar vein it would be appropriate for all other ministers to report on the progress they claim to have 

made in addressing Aboriginal disadvantage. 

I regularly and publicly highlight that we are going backwards, and indeed just this week have again called on 

the ACT government to respond to the latest devastating data released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 

in relation to prisons in Australia, which confirmed that the ACT - yes that's correct, ‘progressive’ Canberra - 

After Reconciliation Day, It's Important We Don't 

All Just Move On 

Reconciliation Day activities at the National Arboretum on Monday.                            

Picture: James Croucher 
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has not only the highest rates of imprisonment of Aboriginal men and women in       

Australia (an Aboriginal person in Canberra is 21 times more likely to be imprisoned 

than a non-Aboriginal person) but also the highest rate of recidivism, at 94 per cent, and 

the largest increase in Aboriginal incarceration over the past 10 years. 

Underpinning this system-wide failure to achieve equality, let alone close the gap, in 

outcomes for Aboriginal people even in the national capital, is the failure to respond to 

the continuing human consequences of the brutal occupation and colonisation of our 

land, the scattering of our communities and the suppression of our culture. Perhaps 

most distressing of all, for me, is that it has been estimated that up to 30 per cent, or 

one in every three Aboriginal children in Canberra, lives in poverty. Think about that for 

a minute as you try to understand why the ALP and the Greens voted together last year 

to defeat a Liberal Party motion in the Legislative Assembly for an inquiry into poverty. 

Unfortunately, I see Reconciliation Day as little more than a distraction from both the 

gravity of the disadvantage endured by Aboriginal people, and the lack of an effective or 

genuine response by the ACT government to the needs of the Aboriginal community. In 

other words, and in the interests of truth-telling, I think it's a gimmick. 

Turning out on one day a year to experience aspects of our culture, demonstrate       

empathy with Aboriginal people or concern about the injustice which we endure every 

day of our lives will not close the gap or achieve reconciliation in the ACT. To be frank, in 

my opinion, that will only be achieved through a royal commission. 

It may perhaps make us all feel better, but as I noted in a discussion the other day on 

this issue, an old and dear friend of mine, the late Dr Puggy Hunter, on occasions when 

we lamented the lack of decisive action from government or meaningful and sustained 

support from non-Aboriginal peoples in our battles for justice, was wont to characterise 

events such as Reconciliation Day in the following terms: ‘They turn up, they hug a 

blackie and they move on.’ 

Julie Tongs is chief executive 

officer of Winnunga Aboriginal 

Health and Community Services. 
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After Reconciliation Day, It's Important 

We Don't All Just Move On (cont’d) 

Fact: Reconciliation is based and measured on five dimensions: historical acceptance; race relations; equality 

and equity; institutional integrity and unity. (source: https://www.reconciliation.org.au/reconciliation/) 

Picture Source: https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2022/04/18/reconciliation-week-2022/ 
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At the time of the last ACT election the ACT Greens issued a document titled ‘Listening 

Deeply to First Nations People’.  

Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga Nimmityjah AHCS has said that there is much in the     

document that many within the Aboriginal community found heartening and which she 

hoped would facilitate bringing the local Aboriginal community together even more.  

Julie pointed, in particular, to sentiments such as the following: 

‘We recognise that the First Nations people of the ACT and surrounding regions were 

the first sovereign peoples of this place and that they lived on this land according to 

their own laws and customs.’ 

‘The Greens want First Nations people to flourish, to achieve the dreams and aspirations 

they have for their lives and for their children and grandchildren and to support them in 

all they need to live their lives in health, wellbeing and peace in their lands.’ 

‘We recognise that the First Nations peoples here have been traumatised by the        

generational action and policies of subsequent governments and peoples in denying 

them their rights and traditions to live peacefully…’ 

‘The Greens recognise that the legacy of colonialism, disrupted customs and connection 

to land and waters, and policy decisions have created disputes in the community.’ 

‘These disputes are causing lateral violence between families and need resolution.’ 

Julie Tongs, a proud Wiradjuri woman said she had lived for almost the entirety of her 

adult life in the Canberra region and respects absolutely the rights and significance of 

the traditional custodians of the lands on which she now lives and works. 

Julie said, however, that she is deeply embedded in the Aboriginal community of the 

region and as such, like almost all the community, is aware of and sensitive to the      

unfortunate division which exists between some local families. She is adamant that it is 

an issue which can only be resolved by the peoples directly involved. She is concerned, 

however, that while the issue remains unresolved that those members of the Aboriginal 

community, such as her, who constitute the overwhelming majority of Aboriginal      

peoples living on this country but who do not identify as being from this country, are 

impacted on in a range of at times upsetting and potentially destructive ways. 

LISTENING DEEPLY TO FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE  

 

 

 

‘Julie Tongs, a 

proud 

Wiradjuri 

woman said 

she had lived 

for almost the 

entirety of her 

adult life in 

the Canberra 

region and 

respects 

absolutely the 

rights and 

significance of 

the traditional 

custodians of 

the lands on 

which she now 

lives and 

works.’ 

 

 

 

Need For Government Leadership 

Fact: For a copy of the Listening Deeply to First Nations People document go to:https://greens.org.au/sites/

default/files/2020-10/Listening%20Deeply%20To%20Our%20First%20Nations%20People.pdf 
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The dispute between the families is understood, in the main, to relate to matters of  

traditional custodianship and nomenclature. At the heart of the difference is the        

decision of one group of families to identify as Ngunnawal and of others to identify as 

Ngambri or Ngambri-Ngunnawal. 

The fact is that almost all of the broader Aboriginal community have either friends, work 

colleagues and in some instances family members from each of the family groups. One 

can understand then, the difficulties that potentially arise when at a function or event 

etc when only one of the families is acknowledged.  

In this regard it should be noted for instance that while the ACT Government and its 

instrumentalities recognise only Ngunnawal people as traditional custodians the Federal 

Parliament recognises both the Ngunnawal and Ngambri as do the National Gallery, the 

National Museum, the National Archives, the National Portrait Gallery, the National  

Library and the Australian National University.  

Julie Tongs says that in raising this issue she is hopeful the ACT Government or at least 

the ACT Greens, will seek to establish a mechanism that allows for the issues at the 

heart of the difficulties which have arisen within the local community, in relation to   

traditional custodianship, to be amicably resolved. 

The issue is causing genuine distress within the broader Aboriginal community which 

out of respect for the traditional custodians is, understandably, loath to interfere and is 

looking to the Government to find a pathway to a resolution acceptable to both sides. 
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Need For Government Leadership 

(cont’d) 

 

Welcome to Country is delivered by Traditional Owners, or Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples who have been given permission 

from Traditional Owners, to welcome visitors to their Country.   

 

An Acknowledgement of Country is an opportunity for anyone to   

show respect for Traditional Owners and the continuing connection    

of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to Country.  

 

(source: https://www.reconciliation.org.au/acknowledgement-of-        

country-and-welcome-to-country/) 
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Reflecting on the depressing situation at the AMC it is impossible to not reflect on what has gone wrong and 

what might or should be done to ameliorate the disaster unfolding before our eyes. 

What if, for instance, this report or that about an aspect of the AMC’s management had not just been read 

by those with administrative or Ministerial responsibility for corrective services but had actually been         

implemented? In this light a report that comes immediately to mind is the ACT Auditor-Generals report ‘The 

Rehabilitation of Male Detainees at the Alexander Maconochie Centre’ Report No. 2/2115. 

The report is 199 pages long and incorporates the most detailed and cogent assessment of the operations 

and management of the AMC since it accepted its first detainees in March 2009. The key findings from the 

audit are presented on page 5 of the report. They include:                                                                                   

‘Prior to the opening of the AMC successive ACT Ministers had affirmed the Government’s commitment to 

the rehabilitation of detainees as a primary, although not the paramount, purpose of the AMC. Uniquely in 

Australia at the time this commitment was expressed in legislation.’ 

‘Although the ACT Government’s operating philosophy for the AMC has a strong emphasis on detainee     

rehabilitation, and this is reflected in legislation, there is no overarching rehabilitation framework to guide 

the coordination of rehabilitation activities and services. Other jurisdictions have clearly articulated       

frameworks.’ 

‘From the early planning for the AMC and its subsequent operation the opportunity for employment for   

detainees at the AMC has been identified as an important component of their rehabilitation and                 

reintegration into the community.’ 

‘There is no up to date employment framework. The last such framework was the Industries Plan (2008) 

which has not been implemented. Without an up-to-date framework there is a significant risk that             

appropriate work opportunities will not be  developed or offered to realise the benefits identified by the ACT 

Government.’ 

‘The role of commercial or business enterprises in providing employment for detainees in the AMC needs to 

be defined so that employment efforts can be maximised.’ 

‘While AMC detainees are not required to participate in many daily activities, AMC wide rehabilitation plans 

clearly identify the expectation that sufficiently relevant activities and services would be offered in order to 

achieve a ‘structured day’ of ‘purposeful activities’. 

‘All these factors undermine the continuing value of the 2007 delivery strategy since there is a very large gap 

between what was anticipated and what has occurred since the opening of the AMC’. 

‘Due to the lack of up-to-date planning documents there is no realistic basis to asses rehabilitative activities 

and services or to determine how the senior management of the AMC confirms the rehabilitation of          

detainees’. 

‘Given there are no performance measures for rehabilitation there is no way the ACT Government is able to 

determine whether its strong emphasis on the rehabilitation of detainees is being achieved’. 

There are an additional 50 or so formal findings of similar flavour. The report contains 10 recommendations. 

Whether the recommendations have been adopted and if so if they have had any impact on the                 

rehabilitation of detainees is unknown, but on the evidence of current  recidivism rates of detainees at the 

AMC any impact that may have occurred has been negative. The report contains possibly the most significant 

and detailed summary of the original plans and operating philosophy for the AMC. For those of us committed 

to the ideal of a human rights compliant prison with a focus on rehabilitation being exposed to what was  

What If? 
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originally envisaged and what is being delivered, is extremely painful. We nevertheless recommend, if you 

are game, that you read the full report. 

The following, from the report, is a taste of what was envisaged but which has been mindlessly abandoned: 

The Corrections Management Act sets out minimum living standards which include access to open air and 

exercise, and access to news and facilities to maintain contact with society. 

It is notable that a detainee recently won an action in the ACT Supreme Court for breach of his right to open 

air and exercise. 

Concerningly the AMC has banned the distribution of the Winnunga News to Aboriginal detainees in the 

AMC thus denying them access to news and contact with Aboriginal society. Winnunga is seeking legal     

advice on the legality of this ban. 

The 2007 AMC delivery strategy identifies:                                                                                                                    

‘In addition to VET, personal interest and self-development courses such as languages and crafts be         

available. Particularly during the evenings, to further model pro-social use of leisure and develop skills.’ 

The 2008 Commissioning Plan proposes:                                                                                                                          

* An activity officer be rostered on duty seven days a week                                                                                         

* Access to the oval on a timetabled basis                                                                                                                       

* Arts and crafts activities to take place I the education building 

The 2007 delivery strategy confirms:                                                                                                                        

‘Visits will be considered to be part of a formal program and will be available six days a week with specific 

times being set aside for family visits and professional visits. The feasibility of evening visits will be             

examined. The importance accorded to visits reflects their acknowledged value in the rehabilitative           

endeavour.’ 

Planning for a Structured Day                                                                                                                                     

‘Boredom and inactivity in the correctional setting encourages drug use, undermines rehabilitation            

objectives and threatens security and safety. It is therefore important that the prisoner’s day be marked by 

the prisoners continuous engagement in purposeful activity. Over time, the prisoner will, through              

incentive-based regimes, exercise increasing levels of decision making, assume greater levels of                   

responsibility and will be placed in accommodation which reflects this. The means to achieve this will be a 

structured day of meaningful work, programs (including visits) and recreation.’ 

‘The 2007 delivery strategy identifies that the daily routine provides for approximately six hours of        

scheduled activities per day. Planning for a five-day week provides 30 hours of scheduled activity a week.  

Indicative hours for activities, set out in the contract for educational services, proposed eight hours of       

activities per day in five activity slots.’ 

At paragraph 5.145 the Auditor delivers what is perhaps the most damming of all findings in the report, 

namely that despite the determination to ensure that each detainee have a daily routine of at least six hours 

of scheduled activities per day, five days a week for a total of 30 hours a week that in reality the ‘structured 

day’ for a majority of detainees involved a mere five hours a week, or an average of one hour a day,        

comprising one hour a week in therapeutic programs, two hours a week in education and two hours a week 

on visits. 

We really do need a Royal Commission including the management of the AMC. 

What If? (cont’d) 
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Canberra Times, 1 June 2022, By Amy Martin 

Canberra artist Narelle Zeller captures Ngambri elder Aunty Matilda House in portrait 

nominated in National Portrait Gallery's Darling Portrait Prize 

When Canberra artist Narelle Zeller first decided to paint a portrait of Aunty Matilda 

House, she knew she wanted to capture the Ngambri elder's connection to culture.  

The resulting painting - which is a contender for the National Portrait Gallery's Darling 

Portrait Prize - aims to evoke a sense of storytelling, and to share Ms House's story of 

resilience, as well as her strong connection to Country. 

Ms House has dedicated her life to Indigenous affairs and seeking social justice for    

Australia's First Peoples. She is one of the ACT's pioneering Indigenous campaigners, 

and the first person to perform a Welcome to Country at the opening of Federal        

Parliament. 

"She is a strong, inspiring woman in the community and an important First Nations    

figure that I felt would be important to portray and celebrate," Zeller said.  

"I wanted this portrait to be a good representation of who she is and what she stands 

for. Being wrapped in the traditional possum skin cloak offers a powerful connection to 

her ancestors and culture." 

The portrait itself is almost life-sized, and is the artist's largest painting to date.  

But Zeller wouldn't have it any other way. She wanted to capture Ms House in a way 

that the viewer felt like they were in the room with the woman herself every time they 

saw the portrait. 

Of course, this didn't make for a short process. The portrait took about four months to 

complete and involved multiple layers of oil paint, particularly when trying to capture 

the artwork's different textures, such as that of the possum fur. 

 

 

 

‘Ms House has 

dedicated her 

life to 

Indigenous 

affairs and 

seeking social 

justice for    

Australia's 

First Peoples. 

She is one of 

the ACT's 

pioneering 

Indigenous 

campaigners, 

and the first 

person to 

perform a 

Welcome to 

Country at the 

opening of 

Federal        

Parliament.’ 

 

Aunty Matilda House  

Artist Narelle Zeller and her portrait of Ngambri elder Aunty Matilda House. Picture: Supplied 
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Despite the long process, Zeller     

always knew one thing - that she 

wanted to submit the work to the 

Darling Portrait Prize.  

"Although she is recognised            

nationally, I felt it was important that 

Matilda's portrait hang here on 

Ngambri-Ngunnawal Country and 

what better place than on the walls of 

our National Portrait Gallery," Zeller 

said.  

"The Darling Portrait Prize offered the 

perfect opportunity, I am so grateful 

to have been selected as a finalist and 

that the painting will be on display 

there." 

This is the second time Zeller has 

been chosen as a finalist in the      

Darling Portrait Prize, having been 

selected in the inaugural competition 

in 2020 for a portrait she did of close 

friend Carma Sweet. 

The Darling Portrait Prize is a biennial 

event honouring the legacy of             

L. Gordon Darling, who was              

instrumental in establishing the      

National Portrait Gallery. The prize 

aims to highlight and nurture the art 

of Australian portrait painting and 

offers a $75,000 cash prize for the 

winner. 

The Darling Portrait Prize winner will 

be announced on June 24. The        

corresponding exhibition, which     

includes Zeller's portrait of Ms House, 

will be at the National Portrait Gallery 

from June 25 to October 9. 

 

 

 

‘Although she 

is recognised            

nationally, I 

felt it was 

important that 

Matilda's 

portrait hang 

here on 

Ngambri-

Ngunnawal 

Country...’ 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Aunty Matilda House (cont’d) 

Narelle Zeller's portrait of Ngambri elder                

Aunty  Matilda House. Picture: Supplied 

Artist Narelle Zeller with her portrait 

of Ngambri elder                                 

Aunty Matilda House.                                

Picture: Supplied 
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There is ongoing spread of COVID-19 in the ACT. Please attend the Winnunga Respiratory Clinic for testing 
if you have symptoms or you are exposed to COVID-19 

Influenza 
There is more influenza circulating in the community this year, 
so it is time to get your flu vaccine. 
Influenza is a very contagious infection and affects people of all 
ages. It can be mild, but it can also cause very serious illness in 
otherwise healthy people. It can require hospitalisation and 
cause death. 

Vaccination is a safe and effective way to protect you from  
serious disease caused by influenza. 

Every Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person aged 6 
months or older is eligible for the flu vaccine.   

Please come in to Winnunga for your flu vaccination or call  
reception on (02) 6284 6222 to book in.  

You can get your flu vaccine and a COVID vaccine at the same 
time. 

 

COVID-19 Vaccinations 
Everyone aged 5 years and older is eligible for COVID-19       
vaccination.  
You are due for a booster (3rd dose) if you are:     
• Aged 16 or older and your 2nd dose was more than 3 months ago 
• Aged 12-15 years, your 2nd dose was 3 months or more ago AND you have a disability or complex 

health condition that increases the risk of severe COVID-19 
 
You are due for a winter (4th dose) if you are: 
• Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander and aged 50+ 
• Non-Indigenous and aged 65+ 
• Aged 16-64 with a complex, chronic or severe health condition that increases the risk of severe  

COVID-19 
• AND your previous booster was 4 months or more ago 
 
For severely immunocompromised individuals, 3 doses of the COVID vaccine are needed to complete the 
primary course. This includes children 5-11 years old. The 3rd dose is given 2 months after the 2nd dose. For 
immunocompromised individuals aged 12+ the booster is a 4th dose and the winter dose is the 5th dose. 

If you have been infected with COVID-19 you should wait 3 months before getting your next COVID            
vaccination. 

Please come in to Winnunga for your vaccination or call reception on (02) 6284 6222 to book in.  

If you are unsure about getting vaccinated, we encourage you to discuss this with one of our healthcare 
workers.  

For the latest advice and updates from the Department of Health, visit:                                                           
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines  

 

COVID-19 and Influenza Update 

https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines
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Winnunga Respiratory Clinic                                                                                                                                        
The Respiratory Clinic is located in the old Winnunga building and does PCR testing for COVID-19. Anyone 
who has a fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, shortness of breath or loss of taste or smell should go    
directly to this entrance. If you require testing because of recent exposure to COVID-19, please also go    
directly to the Respiratory Clinic.  

Temperature, symptom and exposure screening is in place for all clients presenting to the main Winnunga 
entrance and you will be redirected to the Respiratory Clinic if you have symptoms or have been exposed to 
COVID.  

Attending Winnunga and telephone consultations                                                                                            
Please maintain social distancing while attending Winnunga. Please do not gather in groups while waiting 
for services. Please use the hand sanitiser provided before entering the clinic, while waiting in the clinic and 
on your way out. You will also be required to wear a surgical mask while visiting Winnunga.  

If you cannot attend Winnunga in person our doctors can do telephone consultations. To organise a           
telephone consultation call Winnunga on 6284 6222. 

Rapid Antigen Tests                                                                                                                                                      
Winnunga is providing rapid antigen tests (RATs) to eligible Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander clients. 
Winnunga can provide Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander clients and families with rapid antigen tests if 
you are having difficulty accessing them.  

If you have a positive RAT test at home please notify Winnunga nurses by calling 6284 6222. You may 
need a PCR test to confirm the result if you are eligible for early treatment, which must be given in the first 
5 days. This is particularly important for people who are immunocompromised, have chronic conditions or 
are not fully vaccinated.  

Positive RATs must also be reported to ACT Health using the online reporting form:                                     
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/rapid-antigen-test-rat-positive-result-registration-
form 

Please follow ACT Health directions if you are exposed to COVID-19                                                                                 
The requirements for quarantine for household and high-risk contacts have changed. You can leave your 
house if you test negative and have no symptoms, but you must follow risk mitigation requirements for 7 
days. 

For the current information and updates, visit:                                                                                                   
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/exposed-to-covid19 

COVID-19 and Influenza Update (cont’d) 
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What is your favourite song?                
Someday                    

              

What do you do on the weekends?          
Relaxing with friends and Family         

               

What is your favourite food?                  

Chocolate                      

 

What do you like most about working at        
Winnunga?                                                     
The people and the people we see everyday                                                 
                                                 
                                                                                                     

My Favourite pet?                                      

Dogs                                        

 

What is your pet hate?                                      
I don’t think I can say I hate anything too 
much.                         

                        

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Aaron Lane Bloomfield  

 

Position: Reception  

 

Who’s your mob?                                 
Wiradjuri                                    

 

Where’s your country?                          
Mudgee                       

          

Who is your favourite singer/band?    
Pink         

    

 

 

 

 Staff Profile 

We’re on the web! 

winnunga.org.au 


