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At the outset I wish to acknowledge the funding provided by the 

ACT Government in the recent ACT Budget for the continuation 

and expansion of health-related services for the Aboriginal    

community. I thank the government for responding to these  

critical needs. 

Notably the Government has maintained funding for the      

continued operation of the Winnunga Health and Wellbeing 

Clinic within the AMC as well as assuring the next tranche of 

funding for the construction of an Indigenous specific residential 

drug and alcohol rehabilitation facility. While long overdue, this 

facility is of fundamental importance to our community, and I am 

pleased at the progress now being made in bringing it to fruition. 

While on the question of support for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander            

community I also acknowledge and express gratitude for the construction by the       

government of a new, purpose-built facility for Gugan Gulwan. I was recently pleased 

and honoured to attend Gugan’s 30th anniversary celebration and take this opportunity 

to congratulate and thank my dear friend Kim and her fabulous team for all they do to 

support the younger members of our community. The Aboriginal and indeed the   

broader Canberra community would be all the poorer without the untiring support and 

services you provide. 

I note, however, with genuine regret that the Budget does not contain funding for the 

establishment of a Royal Commission or Commission of Inquiry into the circumstances 

or experience of Aboriginal peoples resident in the ACT and the relevance thereof, for 

example, the Australian high levels of Indigenous incarceration and recidivism in the 

ACT and the extremely concerning outcomes experienced in areas as diverse  as the 

numbers of Aboriginal children under care and protection orders, health, education, 

employment, housing and homelessness, to name a few. 

On the subject of child protection, I have published in this edition of the Winnunga 

News a press release issued by the Our Booris, Our Way Implementation Oversight 

Committee (The Committee). 

August 4, is National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day. As the       

Committee says in its press release, this is a day on which the Aboriginal community 

looks to celebrate the collective power and strength of our children and young people. 

And we do. 
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Our celebration is, however, infected and hence muted by the pain we experience in the 

face of the devastating levels of contact which Aboriginal children in Canberra have with 

the care and protection system and the rate of removal of our children from their     

families and their placement in out of home care. It is a matter of continuous        

amazement and distress that the wealthiest community in Australia, namely Canberra, 

has over the last decade consistently had among the highest rates of removal from their 

families and contact with the care and protection system in Australia.  

It was because of the ACT’s appalling record in relation to the care and protection of 

Aboriginal children that the Aboriginal community welcomed with such enthusiasm the 

establishment of the Our Booris, Our Way Review and the government’s unequivocal 

commitment to the implementation of its recommendations. 

It is now just over five years since the review was announced and approaching three 

years since the Committee delivered its final report to the Minister. The Aboriginal  

community is entitled to interpret the failure of the Government to implement the    

recommendations of this report as a reflection of its attitude, in general, to Aboriginal 

peoples and their rights and place in Canberra society. 

The 4
th
 of August is National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Children's Day and the Our Booris, Our Way      
Implementation Oversight Committee (the Committee) 
would like to celebrate the collective power and strength of 
our children and young people who are the future of our 
ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. We 
would particularly like to recognise those children and young people who may have           
experienced, or be in, child protection arrangements.   

The Committee have an important responsibility to advocate for ACT Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander children and their families to be safe and strong - in culture and community. 

The Committee is committed to ensuring recommendations from the Final Report are properly 

implemented by the ACT Government.  Comprehensively implemented, these                    

recommendations would result in a reduction in the number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children entering care; improve their experiences while they are in care; and increase 

opportunities to exit care through restoration to their families and community. 

There are currently 253 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children now in out-of-home care 
(data as at March 30, 2022) in the ACT.  To put this in context, the Report on Government  
Services shows the ACT has the third highest rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander   
Children aged 0-17 in out-of-home care in Australia (Rate per 1000 children aged 0–17 years in 
population).  While Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander children are 3% of the 0-17 years 
population, they make up 29% of the out-of-home care population in the ACT.  There has 
been little change in the over representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in 
the child protection system since the Minister announced the Our Booris, Our Way review in 
June 2017. 

The Committee has been working closely with the ACT Government on the implementation of 
the recommendations from the review.  We are advocating for immediate changes so that we 
can uphold our children’s rights and cultural security.  

We know systemic change takes time; this has taken too long.  We need radical change as a 
matter of urgency.  

 

 

‘It was 

because of the 
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record in 
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Our Booris Our Way Press Release 
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We are tired and frustrated by the lack of progress and feel disappointed that 2.5 years after 
the final report, only one recommendation has been fully implemented. We are particularly 
disappointed that key recommendations from the final report that addressed the need for 
targeted early support programs aimed at helping keep our families together have not been 
funded or delivered. 

We are not yet confident that the government has followed through on their repeated     

commitments to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community with action and new  

investment.  The ACT Government needs to demonstrate their ability to listen to our         

community and not choose only the easiest changes to implement.  The lack of progress is 

partly due to the reluctance of the ACT Government to fully resource the implementation of 

the recommendations that are interlocking and reinforcing. We are extremely disappointed 

that there has been poor progress against the key preventative and systemic                      

recommendations that go to the heart of the nature of the child protection system and could 

deliver transformative change. 

Alongside commitments to Voice, Treaty, Truth, the ACT must confidently act on the voices of 

the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community, and organisations, on what needs to  

happen to improve outcomes for our families, communities and protection of our children and 

culture. 

We remain committed to creating a better future for our children so they will grow up         
self-determined, proud, resilient, and strong in their identity. 

About the Our Booris, Our Way Implementation Oversight Committee 

The Our Booris, Our Way review of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children involved in 

the ACT child protection system commenced in 2018, with the final report being presented to 

government in December 2019.  There were 28 recommendations that addressed systemic 

issues impacting Aboriginal Torres Strait Islander families in the ACT involved in the child    

protection system. 

The Our Booris, Our Way Implementation Oversight Committee has been established to    

provide advice and hold the ACT Government accountable for the implementation of all    

recommendations from the review.  

Key resources 

Our Booris, Our Way Review: https://www.strongfamilies.act.gov.au/__data/assets/

pdf_file/0011/1457813/Our-Booris-Report-FINAL-REPORT.pdf 

Family Matters Report: https://www.familymatters.org.au/ 

 

For further information:  

Chair of the Our Booris, Our Way Implementation Oversight Committee  

Barb Causon 0419 815 855 
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 The following is an extract from a briefing paper prepared for an ACT Affordable     

Housing Advisory Group meeting in June 2017, five years ago. 

‘Support the establishment of an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community  

Housing Organisation by working with the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

community to build organisational capacity.’ 

‘Housing ACT and mainstream housing services generally respond well to the housing 

needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in the ACT.’ 

‘However, the Government is very aware of the desire within the community to         

establish a local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Community Housing Organisation.’ 

‘The ACT government is committed to working with the ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Elected Body, local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander businesses and         

providers and the wider community to identify opportunities to establish an Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Housing Organisation.’ 

Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga has asked if anyone has any information on the progress 

achieved by ACT Housing over the last five years in the establishment of an ACT           

Aboriginal Community Housing Organisation, could they please provide it to her. 

In similar vein the ACT Government also promised, in late 2014, seven years ago, when 

it terminated the then Aboriginal management of Boomanulla Oval, that it would return 

Boomanulla Oval to Aboriginal community control.  

Boomanulla Oval is a place of enormous significance to the Aboriginal community. It 

was for decades, since first dedicated by Charlie Perkins as an Aboriginal sporting and 

community facility, central to the lives of many in the Aboriginal community. The oval is, 

fittingly, named in honour of a member of local Nagambri Elder, Matilda House’s family, 

Merv (Boomanulla) Williams who was a renowned footballer, and played on the wing 

for the Redfern All Blacks Rugby League Club in the 1930’s. 
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Boomanulla is a Wiradjuri word meaning ‘speedy, like lightening’. 

Boomanulla Oval is currently managed by the ACT Government and is barely used by 

the Aboriginal community. It is a pale shadow of the place it was. The failure, after    

seven years, of the ACT Labor /Greens Government to return the oval to Aboriginal 

management has been anything but boomanulla. 

On the subject of broken promises it is sobering to reflect on just how grievously the 

ACT Government has betrayed its promise to overhaul the child protection system and 

enhance family support. The following commitment by the ACT Greens is, in light of the 

reality, genuinely pathetic; namely a promise made repeatedly over the last four years 

to: ‘fully implement the recommendations of the Our Booris Our Way Review.’ 

 

Dr Charles Perkins 

Dr Charles Perkins was a civil rights activist who         

dedicated his life to achieving justice for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people. 

In 1965, as a student at the University of Sydney,           

Dr Perkins organised a student bus tour around New 

South Wales to draw attention to the state of Indigenous 

health, education and housing, and to try and stimulate 

local action. This was called the Freedom ride, and it 

highlighted the state of race relations in Australia.  

It is recognised as one of Australia's most significant civil 

rights events.   

In 1966, Dr Charles Nelson Perkins AO was the first Aboriginal man to graduate from a 

university in Australia. 

His achievements included appointments as secretary of the Department of Aboriginal 

Affairs and chairman of the Aboriginal Development Commission and Aboriginal Hostels. 

Dr Perkins was a fearless spokesman and renowned activist involved in Aboriginal      

organisations wherever he lived. (source: https://www.sydney.edu.au/charles-perkins-

centre/about/who-is-charles-perkins.html) 
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Fact: Boomanulla is a Wiradjuri word meaning ‘speedy, like lightening’. 

From The Warehouse Of Broken    

Promises (cont’d) 

Dr Charles Perkins 
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Archie Roach, Aboriginal singing legend has died at the relatively young age (but      

scandalously not for an Aboriginal person) of 66. Archie, was born in 1956 at 

Mooroopna, near Shepparton in Victoria. 

Archie first lived on the Framlingham Mission near Warrnambool but was taken from his 

mother Nellie, a Gunditjmara woman and his father, Archie, a Bundjalung man when he 

was two years old. 

Archie passed through several foster homes before finding some stability in a longer 

term placement only to have that shattered when, as a teenager, he received a letter 

from a sister he didn’t know he had, advising him that his mother whom he had been 

led to believe had died when he was an infant, was only recently deceased. 

The trauma which Archie experienced as a consequence led to him drinking excessively 

and to living on the street. It was during this time that he met Ruby Hunter whom he 

later married and with whom he crafted a career in music. 

The song which catapulted him to public attention and fame, in 1989, was Took the  

Children Away. A song which still resonates today, including here in the ACT, where   

Aboriginal children are still removed from their families at among the highest rates in 

Australia. 

Following is the first verse of Took the Children Away. 

This story’s right this story’s true                                                                                                    

I would not tell lies to you                                                                                                           

Like the promises they did not keep                                                                                         

And how they fenced us in like sheep                                                                                      

Said to us come take our hand                                                                                                 

Sent us off to mission land                                                                                                     

Taught us to read, to write and pray                                                                                      

Then they took the children away                                                                                           

Took the children away                                                                                                               

The children away                                                                                                                  

Snatched from their mothers breast                                                                                        

Said this is for the best                                                                                                              

Took them away. 

Archie Roach was deeply committed to creating opportunities for  

First Nations artists across all creative platforms. If you would like to help the Archie 

Roach Foundation honour his legacy and continue its work, please go to                    

https://www.archieroach.com/ 
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Archie Roach - A Great Australian    

Taken Away - Again 

Archie Roach 
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It is now two years since the ACT Legislative Assembly passed a motion committing to raise the minimum age 

of criminal responsibility in the ACT. 

It is one and a half years since the ACT Government commissioned an independent review headed by      

Emeritus Professor Morag McArthur on the gaps in the current service system and the critical                      

implementation issues which need to be addressed before raising the age of criminal responsibility in the 

ACT can be contemplated. 

It is one year since submissions closed on a discussion paper issued by the ACT Government on the key issues 

that need to be addressed in respect to raising the age of criminal responsibility. 

Both the McArthur report and the submissions elicited by the Government discussion paper raise a myriad of 

major issues and shortcomings in the ACT service system relevant to the meeting of children’s                  

needs-especially those Canberra children at risk of coming into contact with the justice system. 

The McArthur report contains an exhaustive chronicle of gaps, in many instances not just gaps but the       

absence of vital services, which it insists must be addressed before action can be taken to legislate for the 

raising of the minimum age of criminal responsibility. 

When the McArthur Report was released almost ten months ago Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga said she 

strongly supported the proposal to raise the age of criminal responsibility and congratulated the ACT         

Government for committing to progress the issue. 

She also said, however, that she would be most concerned if the Government moved to implement the 

change in age in advance of a concerted and fully funded commitment to address all the gaps in the service 

system identified by Professor McArthur and the review team. 

Julie noted, in particular, the Review high-lighted that self-determination in responses to children at risk of 

early offending will require a strengthening of the role of current Aboriginal community controlled             

organisations, provision of appropriate funding and support of any new initiatives. Julie also declared that 

workforce capacity building and other support will be needed to ensure that Aboriginal community           

controlled services are sustainable.  

Most of the glaring shortcomings identified by the Review were clearly a result of a lack of adequate funding 

and as a consequence insufficient capacity in both the Government and the community service systems to 

appropriately meet the needs of children at risk and their families. 

In light of the priority which the ACT Government says it has accorded the decision to raise the age of      

criminal responsibility in the ACT Julie Tongs is urging the Government to issue a formal response to the 

McArthur Review and each of its recommendations and to begin a round of consultations with all relevant 

service providers, including in particular ones that are Aboriginal Community Controlled. 

 

The McArthur Report can be found at: 

https://justice.act.gov.au/sites/default/files/2021-10/Raising%20the%20Age%20-%20Final%20Report.PDF 

 

Time For a Progress Report On Raising The Age 
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There was significant confusion throughout the Aboriginal community of Canberra when 

it was reported, in early July, that Ms Rachel Stephen-Smith, the Minister for Aboriginal 

Affairs had apologised for the ‘hurt’ experienced by some Aboriginal residents who had, 

it seems, not been consulted about plans for an ACT Treaty. 

The widespread confusion that the Minister’s statement generated was, in the main a 

result of the fact that almost no one knew that there were treaty consultations          

underway or that the ACT Government was even contemplating the drafting of a Treaty. 

Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services, 

the most significant local Aboriginal community-controlled organisation; the largest  

individual employer of Aboriginal peoples in the ACT, and with over 17,000 clients, said 

that she was only peripherally aware of the proposal and that she had not been briefed 

on or invited to participate in any consultation. 

Julie said it was ironic that it was only a few weeks ago, in the June edition of the      

Winnunga News, that she asked the ACT Government to accept responsibility for     

healing the very distressing level of discord and the yawning division which had          

developed between families and groups within the Aboriginal community in recent 

years. 

Julie Tongs said that the reported breakdown in the Treaty consultations should not 

come as a surprise to anyone in the ACT Government.  

Winnunga Nimmityjah legend Beth 

Sturgess was over the moon when a 

local construction worker agreed, 

without hesitation, to take a photo of 

the Aboriginal flag which is flying so 

proudly from their crane and is       

currently dominating the          

Queanbeyan skyline. 
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In the June edition of the Winnunga News Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga, expressed her 

deep concern about the impact of the forced eviction by the ACT Labor/Greens         

Government of 340 families from public housing.  

A high proportion of the people being evicted are elderly women or single mothers. A 

significant number are Aboriginal families. The Government proposes to sell the homes, 

once the evictions are finalised, on the open market. The majority of the 340 homes are 

located in inner city suburbs and in the current market will each fetch in the order of 

$1.5 million or more. The Government, which has a massive debt problem in the order 

of $8 billion and growing, clearly needs the money to pay off some of its debt and is, it 

seems, resorting to asset sales in order to do so. 

This latest round of evictions of public housing tenants from houses located, in the 

main, in the inner city also continues the relentless campaign of social cleansing that 

Labor and the Greens have engaged in over the last five or six years. 

The heartlessness, if not brutality, of the forced evictions was recently highlighted by an 

ABC report of an interview it conducted with one of the evictees, namely Ms Jenny 

Field, a widow in her 90’s who is blind and has lived in her house in O’Connor for over 

40 years. 

In her interview with the ABC Jenny said, among other things, the following: 

‘Home means everything. I’m very familiar with the house and my front garden.’ 

She said, if she is forced to move that she would ‘hate’ it and ‘I would get depressed, I 

bloody know I would’. ‘And not only would I hate it, I’d pay a mental price….and get  

angry as hell’. 

‘Being totally blind and hard of hearing, with problems with sense of direction and    

balance, anyone that would expect someone under these circumstances to move into a 

new property is absolutely loco’. 

Labor Housing Minister Yvette Berry and Greens Minister for Homelessness Rebecca 

Vassarotti not only expect Jenny to move into another property, almost certainly to a 

flat in an outer-suburb miles from 

her friends and support systems, 

they are prepared to forcibly evict 

her if she does not go willingly. Just 

imagine what else they would be 

prepared to do if they were not 

part of the most progressive      

government in Australia and      

Canberra was not the most         

progressive city in the world. 

(Joke). 
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Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga, has commended Winnunga’s forensic        

psychologist Thabile Twala for the growing success of the RUSH (Real       

Understanding of Self-Help) Program which she has delivered to numerous 

Winnunga clients, including to clients in the AMC. 

The Program, which is evidence based and backed by significant academic 

research is centred on assisting participants develop skills and strategies 

required to manage, in the first instance life in detention and to then       

successfully reintegrate into the community on release. 

The Program is based on the self-evident acceptance of the importance of 

preparing every person who is imprisoned, irrespective of the term of their                   

imprisonment, for life outside prison on their entry to prison. This involves a 

range of interventions which are holistic and focus on the multitude of     

issues involved in rehabilitation. 

The Program recognises and responds to the fact that identifying as an    

Aboriginal person creates its own difficulties for many, especially those who for a myriad of reasons have 

been alienated from their culture. The consequences of this are reported as resulting in a struggle over   

identity and cultural dispossession, which manifest in pessimism, defeatism, poor self-image and an inability 

to find a sense of belonging and acceptance. 

An accepted aspect of developing a person’s identity is creating a new way of living and thinking, which is   

different from the one which resulted in contact with the justice system and incarceration. It is meeting this      

challenge which is at the heart of the increasingly successful Program which Thabile is conducting both   

within the AMC whilst people are incarcerated and at Winnunga. The RUSH Program has an interconnection 

with Justice Reinvestment, hence allowing for participants to receive continuity of support and care upon 

release.   

Warren and Ayisha are two graduates from the RUSH Program who have made significant life changes.     

They have each turned their lives around for themselves and their families. Both Warren and Ayisha used to 

live complex and chaotic lifestyles involving criminal activities. Ayisha now works full time and is busy being a 

mother to her beautiful little baby girl. Warren is also working full time and enjoys being a father to his 

young family. Both Warren and Ayisha are certain if it wasn’t for Thabile and the RUSH Program they would 

not be where they are today.  

Julie Tongs believes, in light of the very positive outcomes that are    

being achieved through the RUSH Program that it is a critical Program 

which is genuinely assisting many Aboriginal to make life decisions that 

enable people to live happy and productive lives.  

Winnunga RUSH Program Making A Difference 

Warren and Thabile 

Ayisha with her baby girl and Julie 

Tongs 
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NITV, SBS and Channel 10 lead by example in recognising and respecting Aboriginal land and place names, 

and are to be congratulated for the major steps they have taken to honour and recognise traditional         

Aboriginal place names and the long running sovereignty of First Nations peoples. 

Julie Tongs, CEO of Winnunga Nimmityjah Aboriginal Health and Community Services is calling on all other 

media, both print and electronic, to emulate the position taken by NITV, SBS and Channel 10 in recognising 

place names and the traditional custodians of places in which they broadcast or report. 

Included below are copies of news reports of the positions taken by SBS, NITV and Channel 10, in this regard 

and which Julie urges all media operating in the ACT to emulate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NITV and SBS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Channel 10 

Fact: Aboriginal people belong to Mobs (tribes) and within those are Clans (family groups). There are over 250 Mobs in 

Australia and even more Clans (some Mobs have upwards of 7 clans). All Mobs have their own ‘Country’ with boundaries 

that are typically marked on trees and by natural landscapes such as a river being a boundary between two neighbouring 

tribes or clans (source: https://www.deadlystory.com/). 

NITV, SBS and Channel 10 Lead By Example  
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The following excerpts from the poem                           

ONE-HUNDRED-AND-THREE were written 114 years 

ago, by Henry Lawson. What might Henry write about 

the AMC, if he was around today. 

‘They shut a man in the four-by-eight, with a six-inch 

slit for air,                                                                          

Twenty-three hours of the twenty-four, to brood on his 

virtues there.                                                                      

The dead stone walls and the iron door close in like an 

iron band                                                                              

On eyes that had followed the distant haze out there 

on the level land. 

The press is printing its smug, smug lies, and paying its 

shameful debt -                                                                                                                                 

It speaks of the comforts that prisoners have, and ‘holidays’ prisoners get.                    

The visitors come with their smug, smug smiles through the goal on a working day,    

And the public hears with its large, large ears what ‘Authorities’ have to say. 

A criminal face is rare in goal, where all things else are ripe -                                                 

It is higher up the social scale that you’ll find the criminal type.                                         

But the kindness of man to man is great when penned in a sandstone pen -                  

The public call us the ‘criminal class’, but the warders call us ‘the men. 

The brute is a brute, and a kind man’s kind, and the strong heart does not fail -                

A crawler’s a crawler everywhere, but a man is a man in goal;                                           

For forced ‘desertion’ or drunkenness, or a law’s illegal debt,                                        

While never a man who was a man was ‘reformed’ by punishment yet. 

They crave for sunlight, they crave for meat, they crave for the might-have-been,        

But the cruellest thing in the walls of a goal is the craving for nicotine.                            

Yet the spirit of Christ is in every place where the soul of man can dwell -                           

It comes like tobacco in prison-or like news to the separate cell. 

The clever scoundrels are all outside, and the money-less mugs in goal -                            

If the people knew what the warders know, and felt as the prisoners feel -                        

If the people knew, they would storm their goals as they stormed the old Bastille.’ 
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One-Hundred-And-Three  

Henry Lawson                        

(source: naa.gov.au) 
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If it wasn’t so serious it would almost be funny. 

Housing ACT and its twin Ministers Yvette Berry and Rebecca Vassarotti, are     

understandably more than a little sensitive following the lambasting they and 

their deeply flawed ‘Growth and Renewal’ project are receiving, have resorted to 

increasingly specious euphemisms in order to disguise the real intent of the      

program. 

The central, odious, feature of the Growth and Renewal project is the decision to 

evict 360 vulnerable, mainly elderly, mainly female public housing tenants from 

their homes. Most of the targeted houses are in inner Canberra suburbs and    

because of the red-hot increase in house prices in recent years have a median 

price in excess of $1 million.  

300 of the houses from which the residents are to be evicted are to be 

sold on the private market. In other words, it is a straight-out asset sale 

with the proceeds to be allegedly used, because of the Governments 

dire budget position, to build flats, presumably in the outer suburbs where, as we all suspect, the ACT     

Government believes public housing tenants belong. In other words, textbook social cleansing. 

To give just one example of the depths to which the ACT Government is prepared to go to cash in on the  

value of these houses it is understood that two of the tenants on the eviction list are women over 90 years 

of age, one of whom has been reported as being blind. 

In light, therefore, of the horror that this proposal has generated among those          

that care about what is done by the ACT Government in their names, the           

Government is being increasingly imaginative in its description of the program. 

The following gem is included in the minutes of a meeting which ACT Housing had 

with the community sector: 

‘The program was voluntary until February, but not enough people moved - only 

47% of the required tenants elected to move where the need was 90%, so now the 

program has moved into ‘required relocations’. In other words the program moved 

from ‘voluntary’ to ‘required relocation’, a clear euphemism for 

‘involuntary’ which is in any event a euphemism for ‘eviction’. 

Ministers Berry and Vassarotti in seeking to justify the evictions crafted 

the following:  ‘Until February 2022, the Program was a voluntary ‘opt in’ 

model which saw the Program sit at approximately 20%. While efforts saw the Program success rate increase 

to 40%, the Program remained unviable in the current format. Recognising the significance of this change, 

we engaged with a range of community organisations to ensure this occurred in an appropriate manner and 

protected the rights of the current tenants.’ 

It is assumed that what the Ministers mean by ‘remained unviable’ is that in order to have enough money to 

meet their election promise to build an additional 400 units of public housing they needed to sell a minimum 

of 340 exiting units of public housing which necessitated the eviction of the residents. 

It is simply impossible to imagine what the Ministers mean when they say that the forced eviction of those 

tenants who do not agree ‘will occur in an appropriate manner and (will) protect (their) rights.’ 

Words Are Cheap  

Minister Berry                                                   

(photo source: www.parliament.act.gov.au/

members/ninth-assembly-members/

ginninderra/berry-yvette) 

Minister Vassarotti                              

(photo source: www.parliament.act.gov.au/

members/tenth-assembly-members/

kurrajong/vassarotti-rebecca) 
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Lawyers acting for Ms Keira Brown, an Aboriginal woman, have lodged an appeal 

against a decision of the Supreme Court that the Justice Health Service, operated by the 

ACT Government within the AMC, was under no obligation to provide or offer her an 

Aboriginal Health Assessment (AHA) while she was detained in the AMC. 

Keira, a client of Winnunga Nimmityjah, has recently served a period of detention at the 

AMC. As an Aboriginal person living in the Canberra community Keira had an               

entitlement to an AHA. An entitlement which she exercised as a client of Winnunga 

Nimmityjah. The AHA is an extensive and thorough medical consultation that has been 

specifically designed to identify and respond to the endemic health issues which        

confront Indigenous Australians. 

However, while in detention in the AMC she was neither provided, nor offered an AHA 

by Justice Health. As mentioned above this failure led to Keira instituting action in the 

ACT Supreme Court alleging that the ACT Government had breached its obligations   

under the Corrections Management Act and the Human Rights Act.  

The presiding judge, however, at the urging of counsel for the ACT Government,    

adopted a very narrow interpretation of the relevant provisions and concluded that   

irrespective of the importance of an AHA to the health and welfare of Aboriginal       

peoples that the ACT Government, represented by Justice Health was under no          

obligation to make such a fundamentally important health service available to            

Aboriginal peoples detained in the AMC. If you are genuinely interested in                   

understanding the level of commitment which the ACT Labor and Greens Parties in the 

ACT have to the health and welfare of Aboriginal peoples in detention, then read the 

judgement in Keira Brown v. Director General of the Justice and Community Safety    

Directorate. 

It must be said that the Government’s refusal to support the provision of AHAs for     

Aboriginal detainees in the AMC provides context for the recent gushing                      

announcements by the Chief Minister and Greens leader in relation to the over          

representation of Aboriginal peoples in the ACT in prison or otherwise in contact with 

the justice system. 

Winnunga Nimmityjah wishes Kiera every success in her appeal.  

 

 

 

‘The AHA is an 

extensive and 

thorough 

medical 

consultation 

that has been 

specifically 

designed to 

identify and 

respond to the 

endemic 

health issues 

which        

confront 

Indigenous 

Australians.’ 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Fact: The aim of the Aboriginal health assessment is to help ensure that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people receive primary health care that meets their needs, by supporting their health and wellbeing,               

establishing their health priorities and plan for good health and encouraging early detection, diagnosis and    

intervention for common and treatable conditions that cause morbidity and early mortality (source: https://

www1.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/mbsprimarycare_ATSI_MBSitem715). 

Appeal Lodged Against Finding By     

Supreme Court  
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Content courtesy of NITV 26 July 2022 

MPs and senators gathered in 

Canberra for the first time since 

the election for the official   

opening of the 47th parliament. 

Members of both the House of 

Representatives and the Senate 

were sworn in on Tuesday 26 July 

2022, after the parliament was 

opened by chief justice Susan 

Kiefel, and a traditional smoking 

ceremony was held on the     

forecourt of Parliament House. 

Speaking at the Welcome to 

Country ceremony, Prime       

Minister Anthony Albanese     

reiterated his                             

government's commitment to 

implement the Uluru Statement 

in full. 

The Indigenous MPs and senators 

among those sworn in during the 

opening of parliament were: 

Senator Dorinda Cox, Western 

Australia 

Senator Patrick Dodson, Western Australia 

Senator Jacqui Lambie, Tasmania 

Senator Kerrynne Liddle, South Australia 

Senator the Hon Malarndirri McCarthy, Northern Territory 

Senator Jacinta Nampijinpa Price, Northern Territory 

Senator Jana Stewart, Victoria 

Senator Lidia Thorpe, Victoria 

The Hon Linda Burney MP, Member for Barton 

Dr Gordon Reid, Member for Robertson 

Ms Marion Scrymgour, Member for Lingiari 

 

 

 

‘...Prime       

Minister 

Anthony 

Albanese     

reiterated his                             

government's 

commitment 

to implement 

the Uluru 

Statement in 

full.’ 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

Fact: Implementing the Uluru Statement was "good manners", the prime minister said, and would 

mean Indigenous people could advise parliament on issues that affect their lives.  

Opening Of The 47th Parliament 

Senator Patrick Dodson with young 

dancers at the opening of the 47th     

Parliament 
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Prisoners have viewed the recent ‘shocking’ revelations of drug use among staff as 

laughable. Not because they're funny or untrue, but because the idea that this is 

‘shocking’ or some sort of ‘revelation’ suggests that this is information wasn't widely 

known among prisoners, staff, and anyone involved in the ACT prison system. Many of 

us agree that what guards do in their own time is their own business but there is a     

blatant hypocrisy that needs to be acknowledged. 

Despite the ACT government repeatedly reinforcing the rhetoric around addiction being 

a health issue, AMC continues to take a zero-tolerance approach to addiction. For      

example, a prisoner in the AMC who is battling with addiction can be subject to a month 

of solitary confinement (double the CPT's recommended maximum period), six months 

of food restrictions (reduction in diet being a prohibited practice under multiple human 

rights instruments), six months of complete prohibition of visits (a penalty that has    

significant human rights implications, especially for the friends and family who are     

impacted), and six months where education, access to sunlight, or any other activity 

that could be considered healthy or meaningful can be prohibited. All this is imposed in 

an environment where ORT is so heavily restricted as to make meaningful access almost 

impossible, and boredom and inactivity already dominate to the point where most 

would consider drug use to be the only accessible way of passing the long monotonous 

hours of confinement. This is bad enough but coupled with the knowledge that drug use 

is prevalent among prison staff, their response to addiction takes on a new dimension. 

The most recent article in the Canberra City News about the claims made by Tim Rust 

(who I had little to do with but would consider one of the more professional staff    

members of AMC) paints a broader picture of the alleged conduct of some prison staff 

than first published by the City News in May. There is reinforcement of the allegation of 

drug use among staff, with the wife of a former guard describing the behaviour she   

witnessed as ‘nauseating’. Another former guard alleged bullying by senior staff which 

seemed to include some form of assault in which the resulting injury, they say, ended 

their career. Pointing out the elephant in the room here, if staff are being bullied, how 

do you think prisoners are being treated? 

The drugs, bullying, cover-ups, human 

rights abuses aside, what most concerns 

me is the multiple accounts of staff  

having sex with prisoners, referred to as 

‘affairs’. I ask, how is it possible for a 

prisoner and a prison guard to have an 

‘affair’? At no other time would this  

language be appropriate to describe 

sexual intercourse between those with 

such a power imbalance in place. This is 

using a position of authority to gain  

sexual gratification from vulnerable, powerless, and often traumatised individuals. I've 

been disgusted by the conduct of AMC staff, never having come across a more punitive 

or unprofessional cohort as those that staff this prison. Still, the idea that there are men 

working here, preying upon some of the most vulnerable women in the community is a 

new level and makes me feel genuinely ill. 

 

 

 

‘...coupled 

with the 

knowledge 

that drug use 

is prevalent 

among prison 

staff, their 

response to 

addiction 

takes on a 

new 

dimension.’ 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Reflections From Inside 
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As I write this, I am currently attempting to deal with a corrections officer who, I have 

been told, is trawling the prison trying to find prisoners to assault me as a result of my 

advocacy. I have also recently been   

informed that this advocacy (described 

VERY differently by staff) has resulted in 

me being considered the highest       

possible threat to the prison and the 

community and classified as ‘Maximum’. 

It is sad that AMC staff engage in these 

behaviours, but they only serve to     

reinforce just how important it is that 

their behaviour be called out, regardless 

of the repercussions. 

A final question, one that has me perplexed; What on earth is it going to take for    

someone to be held to account? 

NOTE. In response to the exasperated lament in the final paragraph above it should be 

noted that the Canberra City News has reported that the Minister for Corrections,       

Mr Mick Gentleman and the Attorney-General and immediate past Minister for          

Corrections, Mr Shane Rattenbury have advised the Canberra City News that the        

allegations of drug use etc by AMC prison officers are under investigation by the ACT 

Integrity Commission. 

It is to be hoped, in the interests of transparency and to ensure the expected levels of 

accountability are met that if and when the Ministers are summoned to give evidence 

before the Integrity Commission about the allegations and any prior knowledge they 

may have had of them, that their evidence will be publicly broadcast. 

 

 

 

‘What on 

earth is it 

going to take 

for someone 

to be held to 

account?’ 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

Fact: Accountability is the obligation to explain, justify, and take responsibility for one’s actions.                    

(source: https://www.dictionary.com/browse/accountability) 

Reflections From Inside (cont’d) 
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There is ongoing spread of COVID-19 in the ACT. Please attend the Winnunga Respiratory Clinic for testing 
if you have    symptoms. Keep your COVID-19 vaccinations up to date. 

 
COVID-19 Vaccinations 
Everyone aged 5 years and older is eligible for 
COVID-19 vaccination.  
 
You are due for a booster (3rd dose) if you are:     
• Aged 16 or older and your 2nd dose was 

more than 3 months ago 
• Aged 12-15 years, your 2nd dose was 3 

months or more ago AND you have a      
disability or complex health condition that 
increases the risk of severe COVID-19 

 
You are due for a winter (4th dose) if you are: 
• Aged 30 years or older 
• Aged 16-29 with a complex, chronic or severe health  condition that increases the risk of severe  

COVID-19 
• AND your previous booster was 3 months or more ago 
 
For severely immunocompromised individuals, 3 doses of the COVID vaccine are needed to complete the 
primary course. This includes children 5-11 years old. The 3rd dose is given 2 months after the 2nd dose. For 
immunocompromised individuals aged 12+ the booster is a 4th dose and the winter dose is the 5th dose. 

If you have been infected with COVID-19 you should wait 3 months before getting your next COVID            
vaccination. 

Please come in to Winnunga for your vaccination or call reception on (02) 6284 6222 to book in.  

If you are unsure about getting vaccinated, we encourage you to discuss this with one of our healthcare 
workers.  

For the latest advice and updates from the Department of Health, visit:                                                           
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines  

Winnunga Respiratory Clinic                                                                                                                                        
The Respiratory Clinic is located in the old Winnunga building and does PCR testing for COVID-19. Anyone 
who has a fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose, shortness of breath or loss of taste or smell should go    
directly to this entrance. If you require testing because of recent exposure to COVID-19, please also go    
directly to the Respiratory Clinic.  

Temperature, symptom and exposure screening is in place for all clients presenting to the main Winnunga 
entrance and you will be redirected to the Respiratory Clinic if you have symptoms or have been exposed to 
COVID.  

Attending Winnunga and telephone consultations                                                                                            
Please maintain social distancing while attending Winnunga. Please do not gather in groups while waiting 
for services. Please use the hand sanitiser provided before entering the clinic, while waiting in the clinic and 
on your way out. You will also be required to wear a surgical mask while visiting Winnunga.  

If you cannot attend Winnunga in person our doctors can do telephone consultations. To organise a           
telephone consultation call Winnunga on 6284 6222. 

COVID-19 and Influenza Update 

https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines
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Rapid Antigen Tests                                                                                                                                                      
Winnunga is providing rapid antigen tests (RATs) to eligible Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander clients. 
Winnunga can provide Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander clients and families with rapid antigen tests if 
you are having difficulty accessing them.  

 

If you have a positive RAT test at home please notify Winnunga nurses by calling 6284 6222. You may 
need a PCR test to confirm the result if you are eligible for early treatment, which must be given in the first 
5 days. This is particularly important for people who are immunocompromised, have chronic conditions or 
are not fully vaccinated.  

Positive RATs must also be reported to ACT Health using the online reporting form:                                     
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/rapid-antigen-test-rat-positive-result-registration-
form 

 

Please follow ACT Health directions if you are exposed to COVID-19                                                                                 
The requirements for quarantine for household and high-risk contacts have changed. You can leave your 
house if you test negative and have no symptoms, but you must follow risk mitigation requirements for 7 
days. 

For the current information and updates, visit:                                                                                                   
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/exposed-to-covid19 

 

Influenza 
There is more influenza circulating in the community this year, so it is time to get your flu vaccine. 
 
Influenza is a very contagious infection and affects people 
of all ages. It can be mild, but it can also cause very serious 
illness in otherwise healthy people. It can require           
hospitalisation and cause death. 

Vaccination is a safe and effective way to protect you from  
serious disease caused by influenza. 

Every Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander person 
aged 6 months or older is eligible for the flu vaccine.   

Please come in to Winnunga for your flu vaccination or call  
reception on (02) 6284 6222 to book in.  

You can get your flu vaccine and a COVID vaccine at the 
same time. 

COVID-19 and Influenza Update (cont’d) 



Do it with us, not to us 

Aboriginal Health in Aboriginal Hands  

P A G E  2 0  

 

 

 

 

 

What is your favourite song?                    
How long will I love you.                               

              

What do you do on the weekends?       
Football.        

               

What is your favourite food?                  

Chocolate.                              

 

What do you like most about working at        
Winnunga?                                                     
The staff, the patients we are one big family. 
                                           
                                                
                                                                                               

My Favourite pet?                                      

Dogs.                                                                 

 

What is your pet hate?                               
People treating other people badly.                                   

                        

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Tracey Crowther 

 

Position:  Receptionist  

 

Who’s your mob?                                  
Wiradjuri.                                                                   

 

Where’s your country?                             
Tumut/Gundagai.                                               

          

Who is your favourite singer/band? 
Casting crows.           

    

 

 

 

 Staff Profile 

We’re on the web! 

winnunga.org.au 


